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To Mr. PETER DO WL Ex. 
\ 


! a 


AD the Letter you lately writ and ſent to Me, re- 
lated only to My Self, how Ill ſoever you have 
dealt with me therein, yet it ſhould for my part 
have never ſeen any other Light, than that of the 

But ſince your Letter is of Publick Concern, and re- 

es not only to My ſelf, but to the Controverſy between 

; and ſince you and your Followers have with great 

duſtry and Aſſurance given out, that it contain'd a Full 

wer to my Two Printed Letters ; I leave it to the World 
judge, whether I am not under an Indiſpenſable Obli- 
jon of Publiſhing your Letter, that ſo I may prove the 

[meſs of the Rumour ſpread abroad by you and your 

ty, and / indicate the Goodneſs of the Cauſe I am En- 

ped in. 

can aſſure you, Sir, that J have been moſt ſtrictly Care- 

that no Injuſtice ſhould be done you by Tranſcribing 

Ir Letter, inſomuch that I have not ſuffer'd a ſingle Letter 


Special Care might be taken by the Printer. 
Before J come to the Confideration of your Letter, I 
not but here Obſerve to you, how pregnant and lively 
Inſtance 1s afforded by you and your Followers, of the 
ge and deplorable Obffinacy of W. illfull Prejudice. 

cannot but in Charity think that ſome of your Followers 
| be ſo Juſt-to Me, as to Bear me Witneis, that upon 
flying my Self to them in order to convince them 
be Sinfillneſs of their Separation, they with a ſeeming Mo- 
Hcuſed themſelves from Arguing thoroughly the Mat- 
ub me, adding that 7 would Do well to propoſe what I had 
10 Mr. Dowley, and that they ſhould very much * 

A 2 


imma to be Alier d. And I have alſo deſired, that the 
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&:;; To Mr. Peter Dowlſey. 


have the Points in Controver(y Fairly Debated Between Ui L 
for their Satisfaction. Hereupon I drew up my Two T iked i; 
ſince Publiſhed : for though I knew there were Already oF... inte 
tant many Excellent Diſcourſes or Books on ſuch She Tal 
yet J knew of No one that was Suitable either to ny wii®;.., (as 
Circumſtances for to Purchaſe and Diſtribute, or to Me you 
Circumſtances of my Diſſenting Pariſhioners to Perſe I wheth 
Kead, * 5 ur Reaſot 
Now as 7 had thus Not refuſed to take (no inconſiderabli) be; 

at the Motion, and for the Satisſaction of your Folio but 
aforeſaid ; So I did indeed Expect, and I think not uiii ons Rea 
out good Reaſon, that you likewiſe ſhould have been An par Lette 
and Prevailed with by the fame your Followers, Not © ll v, vit 
zo take the like Pains for their Satisfaction, namely by Putig 10 7»; 
into their Hands a Direct and Particular Anſwer L Ow 
Own 10 All the ſeveral Points made ous in my Leiter: Agi, for 
your and their Principles and Practices. "Re 
I leave the World to judge, whether This be Any oth Treat 
than what your Followers above ſpecified ſtand in Hom 
Engaged to Preſs and Prevail on you to Do; or whethers 
They have not Good Reaſon to fuſpect that heir Cai 
Very Bad, ſince you their Leader are Afraid to Appt 
Publickly in It's Behalf; and therefore whether They u 
not Good Reaſon to Quiz and Renounce both it and Vi 
Is it not then moſt Strange, and no other way to be in ret. 
counted for but by the Badneſs of your Cauſe, and thei roferenc 
reaſonable Obſtinacy and Blindneſs of Prejudice, tha viz.) of 
Sir, for your part ſhould Content your Self to Do nom. And 
than Send me à Written Letter together with De L. poſſibl; 
Plea for the Non-conformiſts ; and your Followers on the ming \ 
ſhould preſently be Comented (without ſo much as the WW Abbie 
or Reading of your Letter, and only) with a h "48 :(tl, / 
and lo Popiſh) Belief of your Letters containing 2 a f 
ctory Anlwer to my Printed Letters? | It Jour 1 

| That nothing may be wanting in me to Convince able tot 
and your Followers of ſuch (your and their) unwarun Saif; 
ble Prejudice and Partiality, I ſhall conſider: Each Ce is (16 
ſtinctly; and out of Reſpect to you, Sir, I ſhall gie brought 
Caſe the Firſt Place. c 5 


To Mr. Peter Dowlep. 7 


um Letter then may (as will appear hereafter) be diſtin- 
wiſhed into Three General parts, viz. Bare Confident A{((cr- 
m intermixt with Uncivil Language; Sham or down- 
pht Falſe Reaſons = your Not. Appearing 1n Print ; and 
Yrs (as you call them) of What Feats you Ceuld Atchicve, 
ere you but pleaſed 10 be in the Mind. 
Whether I have not Abundantly Proved below, that 
r Reaſons are no other than meer Pretences or Downright 
ct; and that the Hints you have given, expoſe (not 
ne, but) our ewn Nakedneſs z let the impartial and judi- 
ous Reader determine, As for the other general Part of 
ur Letter; I am very well content to be a/zogether Outdone 
30u, viz. Both as to Bare Confidence of Aſſerrion, and allo 
to Incivility of Language or Treatment, Thus much for 
bur Own Letter here iu genetal. | 
As for De Laune s Plea &c. (ent with your Letter, I make 
this vary fair Offer, that if you {h:J! think fit to put forth 
y Treatiſe by way of Proof! (ot what you pretend, iz.) 
it the ſaid Plea 1s 4 full An we % my Letters, then T will 
reby publickly engage my {elf {by God's Bleſſing) zo ſhew 
o are very much miſtalen, and that De Laune's Plea 
tough ſomewhat Bulky in Volume, yet is very Scanty as to 
Argument, and) doth not diſprove Any One Point Aſ- 
el in my Letiers, And the ſame Offer that I here make 
u in reference to De Lawune's Plea, I make you likewiſe 
teference to the other Books (referred to in your Let- 
un.) of Dr. Owen, Mr. Baxter, Mr. Clarkſon, Mr. Alſop, 

And this is all you or your Followers can in Rea- 
pollibly expect of me, till you make the way for my actually 
jorming what I here engage: for I am now only to attend 
Mottons, 
Laſtly, ſuppoſing Any of the Books aforemention'd did 
ban a full Anſwer to my Letters, yet are you, Sir, aſſured 
t your Followers have 8 have you given your ſelf the 


n Satisfafion > Moreover, are you not perſwaded, that 
t 15 ſaid more largely in any of the aforeſaid Books, might 
drought into narrower Compaſs, and alſo might ſome 
Kt ways be render'd more ſutabie to the Circumſtances 


uble to take care that they /hould have) jt for to read and give 
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6 To Mr. Peter Dowley. 


of your Followers? And therefore how can · vou x; 
your ſelf from taking (on ſuch an Occaſion) a link» 
than ordinary Pains for the Greater Benefit of your Pari: 
you hereby approve your ſelf to be a Labourer in the / 
yard? And now I have mention'd this Compariſon { 
the Church to a Vineyard, it brings to my mind what e 
to be the moſt natural, and fo beſt Account of your bi 
fo ſparing of your Labour. For you well know, that thoq 
there is need of a great deal of Pains to dreſs and le 


ſſhamed : 
rite what 


owerer 
Vines in due order, ſo as to bring forth Good Fruit; their 
not in time to Degenerate ſo far as to Bring forth che Cc 
Grapes : yet on the other hand Briers and Thorns requiſh write 10 
no ſuch Care to make them #hrive, or to keep them e) Par: 


Turning or Altering ſo as to bear Good Fruit. 
From what has been ſaid, may appear the Strength 
your own Prejudice, and Greatneſs of your own Pariaiiy, 
Refuſmg to give my Leiters their due Conſideration, andi 
Comenting Four ſelf with what you have done, and is alre 
mention d. I now proceed to the Caſe of your Follim 
and to = open the Obſtinate Prejudice and Panidi 
whereby they are carried away from Kightly Conſidering n 
T have offered to them in my Printed Letters, and are Fm 
at leaſt to make ſbem of their being fully Contented and Sa 
fied even with your doing nothing for their Sariifaction. 

I defire then of 'your Followers only to give me a Di 
and Sincere Anſwer (as before God) to this Queſts 
ce Whether, ſuppoſing upon the Motion of any of them qu 
tc Public kly propoſed to me your Objections againſt our Cm 
te nion and I had declined Returning you a Publick Anſwer 
te would not preſently have run away with full cry that (what 
© 7 might Pretend, the only True Reaſon, why I didnt 
© mas hecamſe) I Could not, or was Afraid to, Auſun 
Publickly > But now tis evident to the meaneſt Capid 
that for Perſons to think Will of the very ſame thing 106 
man, which they would think Il of in Another wan, 
be the Effect only of unreaſonable, and therefore unjuk 
fable Prejudice and Partiality. | 

And as the Behaviour of the Generality of your 
is thus Highly Blameable, ſo this fort of Behaviour #9 


To Mr. Peter Dowley. 7 


ou . moved me to Do what I have Done, is further Aggra- 
n m, as being Accuſable of I ſincerity as well as Preju- 
arty; ee and Partiality. For, whatever ſpecious Shew they 
t the y de to me of being Willing io have Matters in Debate fairly 
arion bed, tis now apparent, that all the while they meant 
hat for other than what ſome cf your Party have not been 
ſhamed to Declare Openly to this effect, viz. that Let me 
rite what I would, they were Reſolved to Continue as they Are. 
owerer God forbid that 7 ſhould ceaſe ts Pray for and Endea- 
we their Repentance and Amendment. And ſo I come 
the Conſideration of the Letter you, Sir, were pleaſed 
) write to me, which I ſhall conſider (for the Reader's 
iſe) Paragraph by Paragraph. 


Jp. 
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Dr. WELL 8's Anſwer. | ell, by 

That I have no other knowledge of you, Sir, but by m if ny 
Fame (or what I have heard from Others, more ee er m. 


Mr. DOwWLEyY's Letter. 


RE Vd. SIR 

ecei ved 2: printed letters from you, the one directedu 

N your own pariſh, & the — ene Arad to me, the 
ing of your ſending ſuch things to me (of whom you hes 
knowledge but only by co fame) I can no otherniſ 
terpret, but that either you are ſo conceited of your per 
that you think, all the diſſenters nmſt needs be thunder fir, 
down convinced at the ſight of your papers, or elſe that yu 1 
invite me to write by way of anſwer to the ſubject of your (ets. 


Mr. Dowley's TI etter c. 9 
, an Followers,) I readily allow: and ſurely you muſt 
ww, that this is Ground Enough and Enough to Knew 
o be a Dißeming Teacher, and Fim whom my Diſenting 
;ſbioners follow, and therefore Ground Enough to Sed 
Such Things as my two printed Letters, Pray what things 
d you realonably expect I ſhould Send you, hut Such 
1975 Indeed I underſtand by Common Fame, that the 
te Affectionate of your Pariy frequently ſend you Uther 
"gs, which I calily imagine agree much better with your 
mach and Conſtitution, than What 7 et. For "tis 
ty manifeſt from your own Letter, that what / ſent did 
digeſt well, but put you Out of order, and no & kind of 
: Which is the Beſt Excuſe that can be made forgour 
aritable Interpretation of the Meaning of my ſending my 
o Letters to you. ; 

or your words are [the meaning of your ſending ſuch things to 
I can no otherwiſe interpret, but that ei her you are ſo cited 
jor Performance c.] Now had you, Sir, but a very 
portion of the Charity, ſo much talked of by your 
you would have ben 1aduced thereby to have 
miſe interpreted the Meaning of my ſending ſuch things 10 you, 
| to have had ſome more randid Regard to my Soiems 
larations, that I had never troubled you or my Pa- 
ioners with my printed Letters, but in order (tc do 
at in me lay) to undeceive you and them as to your 
ul Errors and Practices. 

n ſhort, Sir, I leave you or the moſt quick ſighted of 


Selur Followers to find out in Either of my Letters One 
, the } downright unmannerly Perſona! Reſiection, as you ate 
heeded out of your fort of Charity and Aloderat iu to beſtow 


1 


dn me, viz, Being Conceited with my Own Perſormence T hat 
was a Non-Conformiſ? to the (les of Chi cli Decency, I 
indeed afor: by Common Fae; but I confeis I d 


+ you 3 know, till J learnt fo much from your own Letter, hat 
l vas like w ĩſe à Non -· Conformift to the Rules of Commen- Cc i 


and Good Manners. 

ell, but in what degree do you ſuppoſe me to be Coa- 

fm Own Performance? Why, fo as to think Ai the 

mers muſt needs be Thunder- Hrucl, and fall down Convince 
| 4 


10 Ar. Dowley's Letter, 


at the Sight of my Papers. Truly, Sir, was my Coney i er me 
this your X Be 1 would be very High and Af 1 
Pray don't your Sermons uſually run in this ſtrain d! 
ce? And may it not be well ſuppoſed, that tis on 
count of ſuch your Mighty and Thunder-Firiking Expreſi 
that your Hearers by virtue of their Unqueftionable jub 
have Dubbed you with the Admired Title of a Zone 
Teacher? | 
As to the Diſſenters being Thunder-Hruck, I hes 
wilh they did not give fo Juft occaſion to think | 
they are fo, at leaſt as the Word is ſometimes ulod i 
note, viz. Being Deprived of Kight Reaſon and Undeſ 
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. as to the Diſſenters Falling down Convinced « 
Sight of my Papers, you have unawares given an Intim 
that you well underſtand how they are wont to be Co 
viz. by Shew and Appearence, not by Reaſon and Aru 
Indeed I wiſh I had not Cauſe to Fear, that Some of i 
iſ ever they are Convinced, muſt be ſo only Ai the $y 
my Papers; fora'much as they are ſo carried away wi 
pudice, a» Not to Afford my Papers the Reading, at 
ough: 1n Conſcience. 

I ſhall now leave the World to judge, whether you 
not a very Bad and Uncharitable Interpreter hitherto; at 


proceed to your other Interpretation, thar I would e in ch 
2 to Write by way of Anſwer to the Subject of my Lam e Side, 
owever you pleaſe to Deal with me, I ſhall be very at et in R. 


Strength 
give ou 
Inos 
ſuppo 
know 

fore I ( 
for you 


to do you juſtice; and therefore freely own, that yol 
zn the Right as to This Interpretation, as much as you 
in the MWrong as to the Other. And I leave it to ibe] 
ment of the Reader, whether you have alledged any 
ble Reaſon for Not Writing and Publiſhing an -Axſan 
us ſee then what follows in your Letter, 


Mr. DowLEy's Letter. | 

Als to the former, I muſt truly ſay I meet with no a 
from them, but rather much confirmation in my judgemen c 
ctice, when 1 ſee ſuch a Mr. & Dr. of the Church coming 
the defence of it, with ſo much ignorance ale G 


lud as · 
Ny at i 
ed from 


[ 


With Dr. Wells's Auſiwer. 11 


les me that the truth is on our fide, when one of ſuch de- 
in the Univerſity has ſo little of moment to ſay againſt us. 


Dr. WELLsS's Anſwer. 

to your meeting with no Conviction &c. from my Letters, 
molt Proper to refer it to the Determination of Impartial 
ves, Whether the True Caule thereof is to be aſcribed to 
Weakneſs of my Arguments, or to the Strength of your Pre- 


hall therefore only obſerve, that, had there been (in 
Few Lines of your Letter immediately forcgoing,) as 
h Proof of what you lay to my Charge, as there 15 Courſe, 
at Il Language; I am ſure I ought to have Bluſbed. But 
ethere is only very Courſe, not to ſay I Language, and 
Proof; pray conſider whether you ought not to Bluſh. 

my Ignorance, Ieakneſs, and Miftake be ſo Great as you 
id have it thought, tis the more Eaſy for you to Ex- 
and Shew It: and if I have ſaid ſo Little of Moment againſt 
tis the ſooner Anſwered, And therefore why will you 
lip the Opportunity of a Public Victory and Triumph? 
re ſay, and Others will be apt to think, that ſuch 
Conduct is not owing to Any Kindneſs to Me. 
on would do well to call to mind, that an Army, 
ch keeps cloſe within it's Entrenchments, and refuſes to joyn 
ein the Open Field, when tis fairly offer d by the Op- 
te Side, is with very Good Reaſon counted to be the 
in Realty, how much ſoever it may Decry the Ene- 
Strength, and Boaſt of it's Own, or whatever Pretences it 
ive out for ſo Acting. Whatever you pleaſe to think 
ly ignorance, I will however be ſo Civil to you, Sir, 
d ſuppoſe, that your Zgnorance is not ſo Great, but that 
know how to make the Application to your ſelf, and 
fore I ſhall go on to Conſider the Reaſons urged by 
for your not Publiſhing an Anſwer to my Letters. 


2 = HOME Ea Letter. | fo 
pa 4s to the other, many reaſons with · hold me from writ 
Ay at this time, the Queens moFt excellent majefty hath ſo 1 


© + 


of | 
ul from the throne her deſire that all ber ſubjecii / * 
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ve & peace, that 7 ſhall not lightly take up the bone of cum 
ſons ſhould ſhew more manners to the government they lny 
der, then #0 ſcauter ſtrife when the royal authority calls then 
G concord. : 
Dr. WELL S's Anſwer, 
Since you fay, Sir, that 2fany Reaſons I ith-holl yu 
and are pleaſed to mention but three or four, which 
very far from being Good ones; it may be well inferr'd, | 
the Others maſt be Extremely Bad oner, and therefore 
acted prudently in keeping them to your (elf. Belides, 
do you intimate, that you are with-holden from ri 
Publickly at This time more than you may be a ay 
 bereafter as long as you or I can probably expect to lief 
Hier moſt Excellent Majeſty , as She hath Often jy 

Already, ſo I heartily pray God that She may Lire( 
Again to Signify from the Throne Her moſt highly Comma 
ble Deſire that All her Subject ſhould live in Love and? 
Unity and Concord. And ſure I am that the Only Dej 
my Letters was to Promote Love and Peace, Unity and Cu 
by Endeavouring what I could to Remove the Chif 0 
Fon of our Unhappy Difcords. If my Letters have a 
trary Effect on you, the Fault is only yours ; if you cannol 
turn an Anſwer without an Unchriſtian Contention, ot 
the like Meekne/s and Calmneſs as my Letters were Wi 
with, tis the Unhappineſs of your Temper. But pray b 
not been more for your Credit, to have Concealed 
your Unhappineſs of Temper, than to have thus Di 
yered, that tis impoſfible for you to Anſwer, vil 
Snarling like a Dog about a Bone? | 

As to the Almonition you take upon you to gl! 
know No One in All theſe Parts that ſtands in ne 
it, but only your ſelf; and therefore be pleaſed to Do a 
as Say, and to Prafiſe as one that knows that Perſons | 

more Manners to the Government they live under, i 
Propagate and Scatter Strife, and keep up Unneceſſa 
Sinſull Diviſions by their Separate Congregation, 
the- Royal Aurhority calls them to Unity and Concord, and i 
fore more eſpeciaſly to Church-Unity, as being the mol 
cipal and the only true Baſis of All Other Unity " 
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With Dr. Wells's Anſwer. I? 


Hann elt inſtance, Sir, in other Reſpects, wherein you fall 
hy of ſhewing Manners to the Governmem, ſoraimuch as 
abuſe it's Gracious Clemency towards you, by going about 
ng your Followers to Pervert and Vreſt the Toleration 
Nut-Paſsing of the Occaſional Bill, into an Argument, that 


them un 


hold yu Separation 2 appr oved of by the Government. I omit alſa | 
which der inſtance, which might ſhew, that whatever Reſpe& 
ferr'd, WY pretend to have for the Government, you have howe- 
erefors ¶ much Greater Reſpe& for yew Money. And would it 


clades, e God to Enable you by his Grace to Deſpiſe theſe 


om Wü Particulars, Money and Tempora! Intereſt, I ſhould have 
ad any , Hopes of your being Still Convinced by my Letters or 
t to lie ſuch other Means. 1 
den fbi, Sir, is Enough to Shew the Weakneſs and In- 
y Liredi:ncy of your Firſt Reaſon for Not writing Publickly as 
dommel rine. Go we on to your ſecond Reaſon. 
ve and Þ 
ly Del Mr. DowLey's Letter. 

i enough writ on the ſubject allready to ſatisfye thoſe that 


pilling to receive light, and thoſe that willfully /hut their eyes 
dl have no hope to enlighten, by any thing that may be far- 
s cannolif /aid, had you peruſed the diſſemers defence of themſelves 
| dby Dr Owen Mr Baxter Mr Clarkſon Mr Alfop & di- 
ahers, you might have ſeen your ſelf anſwered before you 
and therefore it's needleſs to write again, till ſomething of 


þ not — # brought farth, of which ſert J ſee nothing 
uu letters. | 


er, Wit Dr. WELL S's Anſwer. 

may as eaſily Deny as you, Sir, Affirm, that there is 
to gu ri: (I mean) on your fide already to Satisfie theſe thar 
s in n "ling to receive light. And J aſſure you, that 7 do not will- 
Do my eyes, and therefore you may have hope to Enlighten 
Perſons NF) Any thing that you ſhall pleaſe to ſay Further and 
ander, l ducive to that End. | 
ecellay WH for the Writings of the Diſſenters, Dr. Owen, Mr. 
tions, i”: Mr. Clarkſon, Mr. Alſop &c. it might be Enough ia 
| and ih ly, that had you peruſed Dr. Stillingfleet's Unreaſonable= 


Kparation, and the Caſes of the London Divines, or the 
dgement of them, and other Treatiſes of ow J/riters 
publiſhid 


incloſed) abundantiy ſhews what diſadvantage the diſiemer ly 


14 eMr. Dowley's Letter, 


publiſh'd fncethe Writings you refer to; you might hen other © 
that 7 could not ſee my ſelf anſwer'd before I wrote, and tui bad (af 
that zi not needleſs for you to write ſtill. But I rather choc in this 
alledge, that tha” you may be ſo Partial as never ned it me 
into any of Our Writers, yet I may know more d Go 
writers than you may imagine, and I had (by God lad yo! 


ing) given you a Publick Proof thereof by this time, | after tl 
not been called off to this Conſideration of your lotto © 
On which account I muſt deſire your Patience a H Con! 
longer for that Ttact, which, when it comes forth, oi, =» wil 
be a Further Evidence that I could not ſee my ſelf Au ¶ ud tog: 
ore I wrote, and that tis not needleſs for you to writs, f - Dow! 
there is ſomething brought forth in my Letters of ſo much wlll 
as to be” Owned ard Maintained as True by the ſoremenii , i nor 


Dr. Owen, Mr. Baxter, &c. tho Denied, and Not Pra ¶ the Did 
you and your Followers. 

Thus you may ſee, if you will not ſhut your eyes, thatt 
ther will your ſecond Reaſon acquic you from Writing} 
blickly at thus time by way of Anſwer 20 my Letters, Take 
now the third Reaſon under Conſideration. 


Mr. DowLEy's Letter. 
The caſe of that unhappy Gent : (the author of the book 


der in writing, though never ſo much called upon & provoked i 


to, they have been anſwered with priſons & penaltys & nu Det 
arguments, and therefore there is not room 22 to ment wit 
freely and fully on iheir caſe as the matter would lead them, a )* or 


their adverſaries may againſt them, they may ſay tolle lege and wh 


far diſputatio; but white things are ſo hedged about ni t flaily G 
law: it is not ſafe for them to write. | 1 my 
| Ing uſe 

Dr. WELL S's Auſwer. nanly 


Mr. De Laune was indeed very Unhappy (not onlys 
the Misfortune of his Latter end, but allo) as to his pi 
ples and Practices, and particularly as to his Ple fu 

- Non- Conformiſts, it being One of the Meaneſt pieces a 
of that kind, and therefore metbinks you have DI 


your Fudgmeng in chooling to lend me tha Buck bel 
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ocker of your own Writers. Sir, I can aſſure you 
Ic had (afore I received that which you ſent) peruſed 
chan this T welve-month the laid Book; and that 1 
er 1 ad it more carefully than your ſelf, I believe I can ſub- 
« of fo Good a Proof as will amount to a Demonſtration. 
ods had you ever Read but the very firſt page in the 


after the Title-leaf, you muſt there have found at 
nom of the page a Plain Direct Contradiftion to what 
o Confidently affirm in the part of your Letter laſt 


orth, . will appear by placing hat you /ay and what 5s 
"al ad together ſide by {de thus, 
prite, 


ir, Dowley's Words. The Publiſher (of Mr. De 
Laune)'s Words. 

re is not Room for them Bleſſed be God, We now live 
the Diſſenters) to Write in a more Mild and Genie 
eh and Fully on their Caſe Reign; in which it will not be 
A Maiter would lead them, accounied Criminal for Men in 
their Adverſaries may & Sober and Modes manner, to 
i tem They may ſay,' Declare the Grounds and Rea- 
legem & fiat Diſputa- ſons of their Faith. 

bus while things are ſo 

ed about with Penal Laws, 

at Safe for them to Write. 


ner 
uril/ ont you ſee, Sir, what an Extraordinary 
mis between what is ſaid in your Leiter, and in the Book, 


ſent with it? If what you have choſen and ſent me 
our own Evidence, will thus give in }/iuneſs Mainft 
and what you delign'd to be. your own Venucher will 
A wh (oy fla Give you the Ly I cannot Help it, and you can 
e only your own Imprudence and Dilingenuity in 
ug uſe of ſuch Fallacious Arguments. 

manly, Sir, had you not tos much Kelied on my Ig- 


only oF" you would not have ventur'd to Argue at this 
bis Pin e ret, viz. My. De Laune and the other Difſenters 
Plu ſi «mt Write with Freedom and Safety in their own Defence 
ieces "ll they incurr'd the Punifhments once annexed to the breach 


. 
ö 


the Penal Laws: 7 herefore 7 Mr. Dowley cannot write 
Freedom and Safety in my Own Defence Now 2 
I 


50! 
50 bei 
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'* Penal Laws are diſarm'd of their Sanction, that the Die 
e incur no J en alties by the Violation of them; but Libey 
te Prets «5 1ved as of Conſcience is Granted to them, Hall 
Ver enjoy'd the Happineſs of an Univerſity-Educain 
my own Natura Heaſon would of it ſelf have Enable 
to Diſcover the Falſereſs of your foregoing Argun 
And I dare ſay you were Bred at a Separate (if at Am) 
demy : foraſmuch as from your way of Arguing all a 
your Letter, it may be well 1aferr'd, that you are a Dil 
from the Eſtabli/5-d Rules of Reaſon as well as Reigim, 


bked up 
in Tong 
crap of 
eming ir 
Laſtly, : 
again | 
ntion d. 
t em v 
ad of 1 


Moreover, is it not evident from this Inſtance, Muy in 
van, Sir, your ſelf (as well as your Followers) are ſomet old | 
Corrvinced only at the Sight of Papers and Books? For WW hat is 
you gone but one Page beyond the Title-Page of MM Lan. 
Laune's Plea, you muſt have found the ſorementionei woul: 
contradiction to what you ſay in your Letter. And then 7 Jo 

of Di 


may it not be very reaſonably inferred, that you (6 
man, out of yo ſincere Impartiality) troubled your k 
look no futther, but preſently Fell down Convinced (oll 
the Sight of the Title to Mr. De Laune's Book) th t what 
Jowed was without all doubt Anſwerable thereunto, 
ſo a ſufficient Plea for the Nyn · Conſormifis? On this ac 
I muſt beg leave to put this Queſtion to you, whether “. 
are not Convinced after the ſame manner, that the Wok Tis tim 
Dr. Owen, Mr. Baxter &c. ate ]tſt Defences of your K 
namely, becauſe you have Seen, or perhaps only Head 
ſome ſuch Title to their Books > And hence your Fol 
may (and Others will) gather, what Little Streſs or Hi 
to be given to your Recommendation of a Book, funce 


What is 
mainly t 


Knowledge of It may be thus well ſuſpected to be nod hr 
than what may be moſt properly called only Supriao 3% 
It appears then from what has been taid, that what) 55 


mention in your Letter as the third Argument for ) 
Not Writing Publickly is (even by the Teſtimony d 
very Book you ſent with it and Appeal to) a Dam 
Unruth, and ſo No Argument. And therefore it pf 
alſo, that you might very well have Spared that & 
of Latin, Tolls Legem & fiat Diſpuratio; there being 
manner of Occalion for it, unleſs you would . 


; Jour p 


Montes (n 
n to the 
theirs, 


In this 
At to ge 
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bn, ed upon as an Evidence of your Great yl} in the 
Had] in Tongue. And if ſo, why did you not add likewiſe 
** gap of Greek, and Hebrew for Proofs, of your Profound 
ap ming in thoſe Two Languages? 

yo FI in reference to this Part of your Letter I cannot 
An) again put you in mind of oe own Admonition above- 
all al 
a Dil 
elgin 


t Shew very Lutle manners to the Government, whilſt (in- 
ad of Returning Due Thanks for the Great Liberty gra- 
ne, ay indulged to your Party) you ſtill continue on 
fond old Murmurings and Complaints, that you are ( after 
For that is Already done for you) to much Hedged in with 
Ae Lars. Sir, hereby you make it pretty plain, har 
tioned RE” would be A; What it the Time you (ay in expecta- 
dtn of, for to Write Publickly in; and of What Stamp or 
ou (G of Diſſenters you are of. But pray, Nhat liberty will 
a you? you have heard above from One of your 
WE Brethren, that you may Now Vite Freely and Safely 
tube Ser and Modeſt manner. And is not that Enough > 
eunto, WM 3 for it ſeeins you are of ſuch a Temper, that you cannot 


ether 2. | r, 
Won is time then now to proceed to your laſt pretended 


* aſon far Not Anſwering me Public y. 
val * 
N p Mr. DowLEv's Letter. 3 
What is matter of argument in your papers ( which is but little) 
mainly the ſame that the papiſts plead againft the proteſtants, 
| what you would replye to them in the defence of the refor- 
in, you may anſwer your ſelſe withall as to the moſt you 
ve 10 ſay againft us, upon the ſame principles that you can 
ie your ſelves againſt Rome, we can juftifie our ſelves againt 
, Jour pretending to make us falſe teachers for oppoſing your ce- 
homes (which is all the evidence you give in that point) lays you 
n to the papifts to prove you the ſame for your leaving any 


theirs, Ph 

Dr. WELLs's Anſwer. 

Ila this paragraph you do, Sir, much as Children are 

atto go, when they go about to ſave themſelves from 
: B telling 


ntion'd, and delite you to conſider, whether you do 


his ace 707 Pen within the Narrow Bounds of Sobriety and 
de 4 


| 
ö 
q! 
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telling a downright Ly , by adding to what they y ,, 
CAlmot] or the like. Fot what elle is the d o '2 
ſlipping in [Mainly] in one place, and in another I x y 
the molt] but to keep your ſelf off as well as you cul 
from maintaining a Notorious Uniruth, and yet to ſeem, 
fay Something, which however amounts at laſt to Nahm. 

For We defend our Reformation, and Juſtify our ſelves agen 


Vhofoe 
ain it 
bing, | 
of do 
wh Cere 


very f: 


- wholpt 


Rome, by proving that the Roman Church impoſes Sinkd 1 

Terms of Communion, ſuch as the pe Tranſulſlau , cere 

tion, Purgatory, Worſhipping of Saints and Images &c. N and 

how can you haye the Face to ſay, that you can d aft 

your ſelves Againſt Us on the like account? Doth oufifcferenc 

Church impoſe ſuch or any other Sinfull Term of Comme | 
nion? Have I not under the Fonrih Head of my Firſt Lau 

particularly conſider d the Common Objections made Will 7 h 

your Party, and prov'd that Nothing that you object yall, thi; } 

u. is Sinfull? And therefore it lies upon you to Dilpronfih 22 

what J have there ſaid. | ut great 

| Again, Sir, how can you. ſo Confidently affirm th bewing n 

1 All the Evidence I give as to the point of your being « Ff giv 

| Teacher , is taken from your Oppoſeng Ceremonies ? Eu, as : 
you. have not Read the Second Head of my Letter 10 y 
ſelf „or elle you muſt know that I prove you to be 

Faiſe Teacher on account alſo of your Teaching by a I ö hays 

AliſSion. And what I have ſaid hereupon , you ate ſhy Zee 

Di/prove , before you can juſtify your ſelf againſt Us, Herter te; 

ſame Principles e juſtify our ſelves againſt the Papifts. = ne tha 

Nay, under the Ful Head of my Letter to your (ell Bi leaſt tc 

prove you to be a Falſe Teacher on account of Fa Fl;ng 

of Doctrine, in Oppoſing the Obedience due to the , But pr 

vernours ofthe Church in things lawfull, and in Tea Wter 75 

or incouraging the People to leave their true and tighuſſu bare 

Miniſters, and to follow you out of a wrong opinion print, 

your being more Gifted, and in other Points, which lure not 

are more than Ceremonies, And therefore your Oppoſing for the 

remonies is not the only evidence I give in for to make e Cont 

a Falſe Teacher. dee, WI 

1 do indeed under the Firf# Head of my Second Lei 
inſtance in ſome Ceremonies, as Kneeling &c. And ff Bede; 
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hofoerer Oppoſes even a bare Ceremony ſo, as to main- | 
In it to be Sinfull , when the Scripture ſays no; ſuch f | 
ö 


you | 
Lu bing, but even approves of it, is ſo far forth a Falſe Teacher. j 
u color does the Cech of England do fo in reſpett of Am 1 
ſeem ieh Ceremony uſed by the Church of Rome: and therefore tis [ 


\ very falſe Aﬀertion to fay, that the Papiſts may prove Us 4 


es ag ulſe Teachers for Leaving Any of their Ceremonies by the ſame 

s een, chat we prove you 10 be Falſe Teachers for Oppoſing 

flame Ceremonies: 8 | : | 
c. And thus I have ſhewn the Inſufficiency of your fourth 1 
an fei ad laſt Reaſon for Not Writing Publickly. Next for your N il 
oth oufMoference from All taken together. 10 
Comm | | Ti 
irſt. Len Mr. DowLEv's Letter. {| 


made þ 
t agai 
Dilpror 


firm th: 


ing 4 Fa 
2 Eithd 


For theſe conſiderations I forbear at preſent appearing in print I! 
n this all and though val al Pin of the 2 Ks b tl 
rs anſwerable to the months of the year, yet I aſsure you (with- | 
ut greater occaſion appear) you ſhall faile of your expectation of 

wing me to the preſſe on that matter; not but that you have all- 
tady given abundant room and advantage to expoſe your naked- 14 


ſy as the few following hints may ſerve for all the reſt. 


er 10 0 

1 to be Dr. WELLS's Anſwer. 

y a FOR 1 have, Sir, Letters by me, which as plainly teſtify that 
zu are y Letters have been No Burdens to the Preſs, as your own 
Us, by Wetter teſtifies them to be Heavy Burdens to you, who act like 
. ne that wanting Strength to bear his Burden as he ought, or 
our fell, Wi leaſt to Eaſe himſelf f it Handſomely, without any more 
Fa Flings it of in a great Paſſion. 


> the CONN But pray, Sir, what Greater Occaſion would you have 


n Taper 10 Draw you to the Preſs? As for the Conſiderations 
d right ou hare mention d for your Forbearing at preſent :o appear 
9p10100 iS rin, let the Impartial Reader Judge, whether they 
nich ſur re not been already proved to be No Conſiderations; and 
ee ON for the few Arguments you offer below in reference to 
make fe Controverſy between us, let the fame Reader alſo 


ee, whether they are not there proved to be No Argu- 


ſents, 


Bzhdes, Sir, you your ſelf mention a very Good Occaſion 
2 | 0 


cond Le 
And {ir 
wholpe! 
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to Drawgon to the Preſs, were it ſo as you ſay, viz, gy j 
have given Abundam room and advantage to expoſe my nal 9 ne 
eſs, I am much afraid, left your Own Conſcience tg 6, by 
vou, that you do not really Think ſo as you hare jr, 3 
for elſe I dare ſay you would not refuſe to Take what Live ul 
Given you: and (pray) Confeſs ingenuouſly, whether thy carers, 
be not the very frrſt time, that eyer you did Refuſe to Te xample 
a Gift? _ , doub 

Well, but though you think not fit to tale Adu of 
of me Publickly, or to Print a Full Anſwer to my Letten; 
yet you are willing Privately to let me fee, what you Cut 
do with me, if you wowd , by the Few following Fin 
which are ſuch Extrnordinary Feats as that they may ſe 
for All the Reſt. Now then for Dint of Argumen, 


dhrewd 
hung 
magine 
gainſt 7 
tan In. 
eſteem 
r Chril 
illes has 
dre or 
linary 
to ſa 


Mr. DowLEv's Letter. DEE 
You ſeem to glory in chriffs example of prayer in his agony, « 
you Achilles # juſtifie formes in that duæy, whereas really nun 
doth make more againſt them, ſor it is evident chrift prayed blen @ 
cording to the preſent occaſion and exerciſe of his ſpirit, and ſo 
deed 4 prayer ought to be and all that we read of in ſcripture meal xpreſſio 
was ſo, but no ſlinzed formes can reach all occaſsons that may fler 
pen, not thoſe whoſe perfection i ſo much cryed wp by the "ut 7: { 
mirers of them, for upon all nem publickg occaſions there ar ana 7 
new ones matle: chrifts uſing the ſame words the j ſeveral vine 8 n/equer 
prayed upon that head of his ſufferings, makes nothing for Wy, FM b 
that may be aud oft is uſed in extempore prayer, expreſing h In ſhe 
fire by the ſame words, when there i occaſion to pray oft ja 8», pull 
fame mer(y, and you may as well argue rom chrift, r bag 
z0 have formes of ſermone, as from his praying to have ſuch ini ind to oi 


duty, for he oft repeated the ſame expreſſions in his doctrine as Miniſter 
as in his devotion, as may be ſeen Main: 5: 21: 27: 3338 e exten 
ellati: 23: 13: 14: 15: 25: 27: 29. T.. lors, B. 


en pjeal 
Dr. WELLSs An wer. 0 ing thi 

Lou threat'ned, Sir, to give ſome ſem Hints, how J $ proper 
could Expoſe my Nakednefs :. but All ſuch Readers as are f Breuer E 
pable of underſtanding the Oddneſs of the ExprefionM Thus m 
Nil (Im apt to believe) think that you hae 1 want 
6s as I "WS tdcreo 


lat! 
nal 
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ery next Sentence notoriouſly Expoſed yer Own Naled- 
ſs, by introducing the mention of Achilles after fo ab- 
1rd and ridiculous a manner. May I ask, how oft you 
ave uſed this Fine Expreſſion in your Diſcourſes to your 
aarers, telling them, that they * 7 to Glory in Chriſt's 
xample as their Achilles? How oft ſoever you have uſed 
| doubtleſs it could not but carry along with it a Great 
Deal of Zdification z and it may very“ well ferve for a 


trend Hint, How juſily you Deſerve the Title of an 


hing Preacher. May not One be induced hereby to 
magine, that, notwithſtanding the Out-cry you mak e 
gainſt Popiſh Unſcriptural Saints, there ate alſo ſome Pu. 


an Unſcriptural Saints, among whom this ſame Aclal/cs 


eſteemed by you as Chief, or rather more than a Saim, 


r Chriſt himſelf ? For ſurely in your Compariſon A.- 


illes has plainly the Pre-eminence given him even be- 
pre our Bleſſed Saviour, and is repreſented as a more Extra- 
dinary Perſon. What a Strange Surprize then muſt it 
to ſuch of your Followers as have heard you uſe this 
xpreflion, to be Undeceived and told that this ſame 
{hilles ( if not a Puritan Saint commonly unknown, 
ui That ſpoken of in common Authors) was no other 
an a Pagan or Heathen Hero or Great Warriour ; and 
nlequently that this your Expreſſion may be Juſtly Cen- 
red as being in ſome fort Irreligious and Prophane ? 
In ſhort, the chick Reaſon I can think of for your 
bus pulling in (as it were by the Head and Shoulders) 
de Pagan or Heathen Achilles, is this, that you had a 
ind to ſhow, how much more Learned your are than ſuch 
Miniſter and Doctor of the Church as my ſelf; and that you 
e extremely well Read in Homer and other Greek Au- 
ors. But T muſt hes leave to obſerve, chat had you 
en pleaſed to have contrived fome otcaſion for intro- 
cing the mention of the Gree: Word or Name writ in 
$ propet or Greck Letters, it would have been ſomewhat 
Better Hint of your Y aſt Skill in the Greek Tongue. 

Thus much for the Afanner of your Exproſlion ; let ns 
v conlider what you Aim at thereby; and the Af 
x thereof, ag well as I can gue, muſt be in Yin Fn- 


5 3 85 


[ 
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9/5 to this Effect, viz. that 7 ſeem zo Glory in Chriſt's em bt may 
ple of Prayer in his Agony, as a main Argument 1 ji ) che 
Forms in that Duty. Sir, you need not have faid, i udy u 
cem 14 Glory, tor J am not Aſhamed readily to Own, tha lat I c 
I do Actually Clem in Chriſt's Example, and that becauſe ¶ Mut con 
7s Chriſt's Example, and fo the Greatef# that a True Chi on, 1s 
ſtian can Glory in, and of the Greateſt Authority 10 fer i. 
Forms of Prayer. ” ; viſt the? 
You fay indeed that there is really Nothing that mag ca 
more .Againft. Form: than Chrift's Prayer in his Agony. BH tollow 
then you are pleaſed only to ſay ſo, and immediately N 0cca/ 
ſubjoyn (to faye me the Labour) a very good Proof of Lg 
F:lihood of what you had ſaid juſt afore. For (add youre nov 
it is Evident Chriſt prayed then according to the Preſent Occaſm puch ſoc 
and may rot I as truly add, that fo likewiſe Our Forms Cour es 
Prayer are Suitable or According to the Preſent Occaſion whe think f 
they are uſed 2 You farther add, that Chriſt then prayedgWre mor 
according to the Exerciſe of his Spirit. Now I have oblerrediWired For 
(p- 19, 20, of my Letter to a Diſſenting Pariſhioner) thaſſW'red th 
by this and the like Exprefſions Can be meant bat On, ye 
of theie two things, either Making a New Prayer by iff" Occaſic 
eek mn), the Spirit, or Saying a Prayer already made wil" lay 1 
Spiricua! Devotion. In the former ſents our Saviour couch 4% 
then pra but only the frrſt time; the two other times He c then 
not poltibly be ſaid zo pray according to the Exerciſe Men that 
Spirit auy other ways than in the latter ſenſe of the Wo ecuion 
or as it denotes to fray or repeat a prayer with the Spirit ( inted For 
Devotion. In like manner our Common Prayer may (con Nempore 
dering he Great Piety of the Compilers of It, and wich do y 

what Due Preparation they ſet about the Work, by Eerfore 
neltly Praying God for his Special Aſſiſtance therein fu elf; 
juſtly be elicemed as Firſt Drawn up or Made by the Alſiifa Lualities, 
bf the Spirit z, and hoſocver Rightly wes it ever ſince, ma her, viz 
bu truly fad to Pray according to the Exerciſe of his Sund Reach A 
Sprima! Nevetion. And thus you may ſee if you do 09ly* You 
ſhut cloſe your eyes, that even according to your Onn ers tw. 
count hu is an Excellent Agreemem between Chriſt iq r Im pe 
in hi; Agon and our Forms of Prayer, Prayer lt 
ah eien 1 


But (0 you on) No Stinted Forms can reach All Occ 
; En 1 


Lu may happen. Sir, I have had (perhaps you may call 
x) che Misfortune to be ſo much uſed ( by that Sort of 
dy which I take a peculiar Delight wi to Connexion, 


n, tha Wat I cannot get over this ſame little Particle [But] with- 
cauſe out conſidering how it comes in here, which is thus: a 
Chi oa, Nothing really makes more againſt Forms than Chriſt's 


Prayer in his Agony; then for proof hereof you add, For 
brit then prayed according to the Preſent Occaſion, But no Ftinted 
mt can reach All Occaſions, Therefore ( — What? will 
follow tuat ) No Stinted Form can be According to the Pre- 


ately u Occaſon: This ſurely will never follow by Any Rules 
Cf of H Logick or Right Reaſoning. Pray then, Sir, give me 
d vonne now to give you a Kind 4dmonition, viz. that How 
)ceaſun uch ſoever you may think fit to Deſpiſe Logick in your 
orm veto your Fearers ; yet whenever you Mte to Others, 
n whe think fit to Appear in Print, you would be pleaſcd to 
prapeſiire more Regard to the Ruler (tho' they be likewiſe 
oblerredWFinied Forms) of Syt%ggiſm. By theſe you might have per- 
er) tha red that a Stinted Form, tho' it may not veach All Oc- 
at On n, yet it may be very well uſed According to a Pre- 
er by = Occaſeon. Nay, you might have perceived, that what 
de with u fay in this reſpect Again Stine Forms, holds as 


uch Againſt our Saviour's Prayer ir: li Agony: for tho! it 
a3 then according to the Preſer! Occafrom, yet ſutely you will 
"wn that It w1ll Nor Reach Al Occaſions. N ay, this your 
bjection makes as much «gainſ? Extempore Prayer as 


ar coul 


He can 
iſe of | 
e Word 


Spirit ed Forms: for ſurely you will Allow that cven the ſame 
y (conbip'empore Prayer will Nor Reach All Occaſions ; otherwiſe 
ind wih do you make New Prayers io very Often? And 
by E erefore pray tee into what ſtrange Difficulties you run 
thetein Pur ſelf; For 1/t. you require to a Good Prayer Two 
Aſife jualities, which are wtterly Incouſittent the One with the 
ce, nber, viz. To be Peculiar to One Preſent Occaſion, and yet 
Sr o Reach All Occaſions. . 8 a | 

do ne You make the Addition of a Few New Occaſtonal 


umn ers twice or thrice in the whole year to be a token of 
7 1 110/088 
"rayer uled every time you Mect as 4 token of the Greateſt 


eli in your Extempore Prayer. And no can Men be 


| Occaſo 
B 4 guilty 


MY 
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eat In perfection in Our Forms; and yet Cty 11 Newneſs 
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J 
where as for ought you have ſaid on that head, that 
Ledger Ie a Ge) thes x ſome, the diferen et d 
the 2. Foangeift mey fyvife ſs much, and the Api Bf es 
Frice may confirm thoſe thoughts, of whom we news wy *, 
ſcripture that they uſed it in the ſet words, but ſuited hat 
preſsions in prayer to their ſeverall occaſiont, as the ſpiri ya " Prof 
utterance, as may be ay" Act. 1: 24: 25: Chapt 4.144 ** LY: 
309th. and more-over the ſubject matter of that prayer nil | * ma 
this ſenſe , for if it be enjoind to all that profeſs the ng appo 
Chrict to uſe in the ſet words, then multitudes are comma Fug 
ſpeake falſely, to call god in heaven their father , nim ellen. 
are of their father the Divel in hell, as Chriſt toll ty 1 — 
notwithſtanding their profeſiion and ciaim of god as their | ou mu 
John 8, and 7 wonder how men of violent ſpirits can ſy 3 th 
prayer, beging for forgiveneſs as they forgive otbers, wha L. and 
deed they are full of rage and fury, and jar from ay. oſt 
giving iemper; les to be 
pretende 
with It 
o longe 
thus by t 


Dr. WELL S's Anſwer, 
Inſtead of barely affirming, that the Lord's Prayer may 
ther be taken as a Directory than a Pattern, for ought 1 
ſaid on that head; you ſhould have ſome way or other Wc. + 
proved the Reaſons I have alledged to that purpoſe; pili. up — 
cularly you ſhould have diſproved, that thoſe words dꝗ ¶onid a 
Saviour, hen ye pray, Say, Our Father exc. do com n of tt 
to the very Same as if he had ſaid, Vhen ye pray ſo er, ur 
Form, Our Father c. And if when our Saviour thus pH een 
ly intimates, that it is a Form, you will nevertheleſs ger you 
ly gainſay it I cannot expect that you ſhould have (ei » 
Regard to Any thing I can offer, when you refuſe to .f prey 
due Regard io what our Saviour himſelf has ſaid. Cass 
The Different relations given b the two Evangelifts ate lo ) 1. 
from Diſproving the Lord's Prayer to be a Form, that the Lore 
mightily Confirm it; foraſmuch as they prove, that t likes! 
Prayer Was preſcribed by our Saviour at two differen M :; to 
and ſo at two difſerent times. If by the different relation e re 
you refer to that Little Difference of Expreſtion which bach, as 
found in the to Evangeliſes, you might have perceived Mien cf: 
this can be no matertal ObjeRion , had you but Fi ch as n. 


91 
on 1 ' 


vill | 


Cone 


ay ſa 
thus p 
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bare 
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ate ſo 
that t 
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that ur Saviour did not deliver his Prayer in the 
inge, and that the different Tranſlation of 4 Form out 
tongue into Another cannot poſſibly prove it to 
Fam. And as to the Omiſſion of the Doxology in 
ke, that can only Prove, that the ſaid Doxolog) (as 
ing Properly a part of the Prayer) may be omitted or 
by our Saviowr's own permiſſion z and agreeably here- 
you may ſer in om Liturgy, that the Zord's Prayer 
re appointed to be repeated ſometimes with, ſome- 
mithou: the Doxology. In ſhort, if ſuch a Difference 
lion, or ſuch an OmiſSion as is above ſpectfed, will 
what was defrgned to be a Form to become No Form, 
you muſt allow alſo Our Common Prayer to be No 
lince there are ſeveral Parts of It to be ſometimes 
, and at other times Inſerted, and ſince it is but 
2 Moſt Mighty inſtead of Almighty or the like, and 
les to be a Form, And if fo, then you are to Invent 
pretended Reaſons to Excuſe your felf from Not Com- 
with It; tiace your Objection againſt it as a Form 
o longer hold, if this laſt Objection holds Good. 
thus by the way you may further ſee the Badneſs of 
Cauſe, when the Objections which you are forced 
e up with, Deffroy One the Other. 
onld add a great deal more ſtill for the further confit- 
n of this matter, which you might have found in 
Frizers upon this Subject, and ſo ſcen your ſelf fully An- 
d herein afore yors wrote. Neither will I barely Say this, 
er you to ſome particular Treatiſes, viz. Certain Caſes 
cience reſolved concerning the Lawfulineſs of Foyning with 
of Prayer, Part. 2. Cal. 5. in Vol, zd. of London- Di- 


b Caſes : or elſe in the Abridgment of them Ch. 3. or in 


a Anndtations on Matth. 6. 9. &c. 

the forecited Places of eack of the ſaid Books you 
It lkewiſe hape ſeen your ſelf fully Anſwered ajore you 
as to what comes next in your Letter, viz. that the 
Fre Preftice may. (you dare not ſpeok out fo great an 
uh, as to (ay, the Apofiles Practice doth) conFrm the 
on of the Lord's Prayer being only a DireGory, for- 
ch u ne never read in Saiptre iſtat they uſed It in ſes 
words, 
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words, but ſuited their expreſiions in prayer 10 thei ſand 
fions, as the ſpirit gave them utterance, For in theſom 
tioned Books you would have been taught, that gh 
John ſaith of Chriſt, viz. that there were many thin, g 
Jeſus did, which were not written, holds true alſo g Teacher 
- Apoſtles : and that you may as well conclude from i Prayer. 
tence of the Scripture, that the Apoſtles did not Ba u the 1aid 
name of the Father ec. that they never prayed before Ci Wk theme! 
ſurreci on, that many of them never preached the Gi hi like 
that they never nſed the Lord's Prayer, And as to the He Lord's 
of Utterance you might have learnt from the Books n « Fo 
mentioned, that “it was Miraculous and Particularto Min Dif 
& Primitive Age; that you may as well pretend to tie eſore m: 
te of Tongues, as that of Utterance ; and that if your ming Te- 
* are thus Inſpired as thoſe of the Apoſtles were, they oi Fogiv 
cc be of Equal Authority with the Scripture 5 which eral: Refle> 
* Sober Diſſenters themſelves will not maintain, butdifat 
I confels that T cannot refer you to the forementia 
or any other B8oks for an Anfwer to your next Obi 
( methinks you begin to Think highly of It hereupon, 
there 15 10 ſuch Occaſion, this happening) Not becauſe] 
fo Good as to be Unanſwerable, but becauſe It is þ1 
Bad and Extravagamiy Abſurd, as that I know d 
One of your own Party ſo very Weak as to Make Uſeq 
but your ſelf; and now you have brought It forth, i 
really not Vorth an Anſwer. However in Ciuliy to 
I will not paſs it by wholly Unregarded ; but ſhall put yo 
mind, that you would have done well to have Conſic 
that ſuppoſing the Lord's Prayer to have been enjoyned( 
10 All that profeſs the name of Chriſt, but) only te 
Chriftiens to uſe in the ſer Mrd, yet this had been al 
dantly enough to have proved the ſid Prayer to hare 
deſigned for a Form; inaſintich as a Form that is uſed but 
Ten, is as much a Form as if it was uſed by Tn I 
Fend. Again you would kave done well to hape 
ſidered, that this ſame Objection of yours, if it It 
Good, makes it Unwarrantable for Mwtticudes of Oni 
to ſay not only the Zayd's Prayer, but Ay Other I 
gw, Once more you would have done well to my 
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1 that this your Objection carries in it a oft ſe- 
fexion on a Certain Diſienting Teacher and his moſt 
Followers. For ſay you, No one 3s commanded 10 

d Prayer, that is a Child , not of God, but of the 
Now ' Tis notoriouſly known, that a Certain Diſ= 
s Teacher and his mot Zealous Followers never ſay 
Prayer. Therefore is it not a Natural Conſequence, 
the laid Certain Diſſenting Teachen and his Followers 
themſelves to be Children, not of God, but of the De- 
In like manner ſay yon, Ne One is Commanded to 
e Lord's Prayer, that is full of Rage and Fury, and 
on 4 Forgiving Temper. To which may be ſuþjoyned, 
ain Diſſeming Teacher &c. never ſays the Lord 3 Prayer; 
efore may it not be naturally interred , that the ſaid 
ning Teacher Oc. is Full of Rage and Fury; and Far 


to the( 


, they oc Forgiving Tonper? Now if Any One will caſt ſuch 
ich evi: Reflexions on himſelf &c. who (hall Help it, or 
ut diu whom can he be Angry in juitice, but only with 
mention! for Not acting more Diſcreetly and Uprightly 2 


xt Obe | 
eupon, 


becauſe] 


ſell, but. you have Still in reſerve Another Objection 
ſt Forms, ſuppoling thoſe already drawn from the 
Prayer will nat Hold; which is as follows. 


SIC 

now of Mr. DowLEY's Letter. 

e Uſe (ih [vppoſe it as you ſay that it was given by Chriſt as a 
forth, , whit is that to other deviſed ones, becauſe ChrifÞ the 
tity t0 hl of the Church and lawgiver might give his diſciples a ſet 
put vo form, > doth not therefore ſullow that the ſervants may do 
Config if there were no further impoſition then what chrift hath 
oyned (WP 1 mod have no quarrell with the diſcenters ; ſo that 
onto a jour arguing from ſcripture there doth-not appear there 
been ran: for formes, and therefure theſe that ſay ſo are not 
) have Nl teachers but miniſters of triuh, and thoſe that ſay the con- 
— 4 ney more eafily le laid under thas denomination. 

Ten 


haye OO _ Dr. WELL s's Anſwer. 
if it en nexded not, Sir, to have given your ſelf the 
ble cf making the Objection contained in this laſt pa; 


H , der we the trouble of anſwering it, ſince) 1 
nag 


- 
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might alſo have ſeen this fully Anſwered afore you my 


we 

you conſulted the forecited places of the two fig voy 

above mentioned; or had you been but pleaſed @ helping © 

ducly Conſidered the firf# head of my Firſt Letter, ra duy, 

might thence have learnt, that what Chriſt though ine befor 

to preſcribe to his Church for its benefit, the , &. 

| like without all doubt may be preſcribed by Sch! of god © 

| Servants, as He has entruſted the Government of bi (of, tier « 

| with. And alſo you might have learnt , that Al this wa 

2 ſit ions, which Such his Servants think fit to wake in thillW;n; upon 

not Forbidden, are to be look d upon and obey'd a; + reproa 

| own 1mpoſitions, and therefore that the Diſemen he of « pr 

1 juſt reaſon to Quarrel with us. con 

| I cannot well conceive, why you ſhould yive wifi your /e 

| particular intimation of the Shortneſs of the Lords M pratii 

3 unleſs you delign it by way of Hint, that our & vachers 
| is too long. But then this Hint will ſerve alſo for an Hi 

your Self-Contradittion, Whilſt you blame our Commm 

on that very Same account, whereby you endearonfWſould yo 

Recommend, and for which your Party are wont o conſidei 

1, your Extempore Prayers, namely for the Lengih of Ne Praye 

As for what follows in your laſt paragraph, it graph of 

Hint, that you (as well as ſome of your Follower firſt, 

Reſolved that, let me Vyite or Say what T will, never ſo er in pub 

or ſo clear Truth, yet you will have no Kegard u ito judge 

{hall therefore only add, that if you will but have N of Pub 

Regard ( tho* not to Me, yet) to Some of the e form 

nent of your Own Writers, and to the Univerſal judo es, 

of All the Reformed Churches beyond the Seas, you iz. by ; 

acknowledge (as will appear in my next Treat). Bu! 

there is in Scripture ſufficient warrant for Forms, and H plied to 

fore thoſe that ſay there doth not appear ſuch wartant; Wally | 

juſtly chargeable with being Falſe Teachers on that cm radicti 

Thus much for what you ſay by way of Objection And inde: 

my Argument 70 justity Forms of Prayer: you go on H in th 

lay Something in defence of Extempore Prayer. 22 

| | | ) the Spin 

Mr. DowLEy's Letter. D. (1 

Before you declaime ſo loudly againſt extempure pre © you 
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h well to clear your-felf of thoſe ſcriptures that plain. 


fir J. 1 forth as Rom: 8: 26: 27: where the ApoFile ſets forth t 
ed to helbing our infirmitys in the matter as well as in the manner 
bh, aich would be altogether needleſs if we be tied to 
uh | e before our eyes, where the matter is limited & known be- 
r , & he alſo ſaith the ſpirit ſo works ſometimes in the chil- 
Sch oY of god in that duty, as that it cannot be mitered, but its 
"bis er a forme that is before us; & before you ſo wholl 


run 
this way of praying you would do well to anſwer bil 
ns 5 1708 who p: 12: ſaith, that to 4 2 
e reproachfull expreſſions it, is for the moſt part a 
of a prophane heart, & of perſons being firangers to the 
& comfort of the duty; And alſo you ſhould be agreed 


pive r your ſelves of its ſinfullneſi, far many of your own com- 
d 7 it J 2 — Ry 24 them as much 
a Set A teachers as 145, 

an Hal 

mon Dr. WELL S's Anſwer. | 
xdearonWWould you, Sir, but have given your ſelf leave duely to 
ont to WF conſidered what I fay in my Letters concerning Ex- 
th of ir: Prayer, you would have perceived that All this laſt 


praph of your Letter is Nuthing as all to the purpoſe. 
or firſt, All that is ſaid in my Letter relates to Extempore 


ſo 8 in Public: and I leave Any one of Common Capar 
rd 10 o judge, whether Rom. 8. 26, 27.can poſſibly be under- 
it have N of Publick Extempore Prayer. For as the Apoſtle faith 
he ml te former part of the verſe, that the Spiris helpeth our 
al Judges, ſo in the latter part he tells us how it doth 
5, you iz. by interceding for Us with Groanings that Cannot be 
reatilc Wed. But now can ſuch Groanings as Cannes be Uttered 
and plied to the Matter of Publick Extempore Prayers which 


varrant; Ma Urtered, without the plaineſt Abſurdity and 
it accootWtrad1&ion 2 
nd indeed you are ( after your wonted manner) fo 
on mi a5 in the next Sentence to Diſprove your ſelf by ſay- 
the very Same in effect as I have juſt now ſaid. For ſay 
\ the Spirit ſo works ſometimes in the Children of God in 
% (viz, of Prayer) as that it cannot be Unered, 
Ace you infer, that this cannot be underſtood of Forms 


oj 


— - — — - 
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of Prayer, becauſe it is Faſy to nter a Form tha j 
Us. In like manner I argue, that the Spirit's working x /3%"3. 
jo as that it cannot be uttered, Cannot poſſibly be unda Yen 
of the Matter of your Extempore Prayer, foraſmuch à e nd 
Actually Utter that in your Congregations. And tal Letter 

have your ſelf Diſproved the Texts alledged by youto ue ot 
Exiempore Prayer, and fo have ſaved me the labour d Ifattta 
ing my ſelf of them, and have brought on your ſelſ che eral P. 
ble of Clearing your ſelf of 4 New Contradiction. | of un 

Belides, had you not as little Regard to Logica on 
you might know, that tho in Some Particular Cales pretend 
as the time of Diſtreſs or Sufferings, to which the M P 
particularly refers) we may not know what Particularly i month 

for as we ought ; yet it doth not thence follow, but tha 
may know (ar All times) what in General 10 Pray 
we ought, viz. All things that are requiſue for Our & 
Bodies, ſo far forth as Ged ſhall ſee Expedient for Us, 
that both the Alatter and Manner of our Common pn 
thus truely Agreeable to the Will of God, you may 
from the Exhortation at the Beginning, and St. ch 
Prayer at the End. And thus you may ſee, if you 
that neither Rom. 8. 26, 27. nor the other place. of Sci 
you refer to, can make Any thing Againſt ow Fo 

For Extempore Prayer in Publick; and therefore there 1 
need I ſhould Clear my ſelf of them, or that you ſhould 
mentioned them being nothing to the purpoſe. 

2. I call upon you, Sir, to ſhew in what part of m 
ters I have Declaimed ſo loudly againſt Extempore pre 
wholly to run it down, or to uſe Reproachfuls Expreſiuns an 
or to ſay that 7: js Sinful in its ſelf. Till you do this 
Lam ſure you Cannot) there is no occaſion for meto 
ſwer what Biſhop }/ilkins ſaith on that ſubject, (in 
faith Nothing againſs what I have ſaid; nor need I 1 
thing to what you mention of Some of Our Own Comm 
practiſing Extempore Prayer (for I ſuppoſe you mean) 

their Sermons, becauſe Ozr Church gives them Liberty t 
{o, if they think fit, after they have read the Common fn 
and therefore ſuch their Praclice is Suitable to the Alt 
made by Ou Ciyrcb, and ner Comrary, or in Oppeſscnt 


y, 25 you 
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ing will by no means make them Falſe Teachers as 
\ 4 you and other Diſenting Teachers. 
ute now largely coniider'd All you have ſaid in 
Letter by way of Objection Againſt the Arguments 
ule of by me For Forms of Prayer; and ſhall leave 
Impaitial Reader to judge, whether J have not proved 
eral Particulars urged by you to be Hints (not of Mine, 


— 


pretend to Forms, yet I am apt to believe, that were 
prayer: and Sermons carefully taken in writing for one 
month, or but for Six months; it might appear, that 
your Prayers and Sermons are at the bottom no other 
| Forms, ſomewhat chopt and changed ſeveral ways, (juſt 
One ſhould begin ſometime wich one part, another 
with another part &c. of the Common Prayer) and 
you only Delude and Put upon Wrak and Unthink- 
People by giving out, that you Pray Extempore. But 
her you pray Extempore or Not, is no ways material, 
tis evident, that if your Praying and Preaching be like * 
r Writing, it is Far from being By the Spirit; and yet 
ne you to find ont a Reaſon, (if you can) why you 
d not pretend to Vite by the Spirit as well as to Pray 
uch by the Spirit, fince the Apoſtles, who Prayed and 
d by the Spirit, did alſo Write by the ſame Spirit. 

be next Head you think fit to take notice of, is that of 
tion, of which you ſpeak thus: 


cannot forbear further obſerving, how the power of Truth con- 

v you to yeild the power of ordination to presbiters in Scripturs 
and whatever ether order under that name hath been ſet up 
Grefied of that power, we have no concern with it, pro- 

g urſelves to be of ſcripture inctitution & no other; though 


Gſordered, yet i times of reformation things ſhould be 
to their primitive pattern, as well as other matters were in 
« reformed Churches, and even in yours the ſuperiority of 

C biſhops 


| 
your Practice is. Whence it clearly follows, that 


Mr. DowLEv's Letter. | 


| of your own Nakedneſs. And ſhall only obſerve here l 
er on this Head, that notwithſtanding the Dillike ll 


| 

1 
ny the papal 2 ordination as well as other thing j 

| 
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biſhops above presbiters was long after the reformation leaked | 
but as 4 humane conſtitution, as many biſhops themſelue eu coed | 
knowledged, and the crying it up as jure divino is by i that 
ſtanding. | You ſ 
in Kr. 


* Dr. WELLss Anſwer. prds in 
Before I enter upon the Arguing part of your forguliil /* of 
paragraph, I delire to know what you mean by the H 
Word | Presbiters.] For I am not aſhamed to own, Teft 


I do not remember that in my Reading, I ever met v o 
afore. 1 know indeed that ſome of the Clergy are a} r % 
Presbyters, and that ſuch is the True way of Writing WW 
Engliſh Name, you might have learnt from my Leten, 
you either ſo much as Kead them, or had you not been 
ſolved rather to Spell Falſely than to _Agree with Me in 
manner of Spelling the ſaid Word. I believe, that 
your mighty Greek Hero or Champion Achilles wil 
be able to juſtify your 5hill in the Greek Language loft 
to Free it from being much called in queſt ion on this aca 
of your Spelling the aforeſaid —— not with due An 
to the Original Greek Word. Had the word ocat 
in your Letter but once fo writ, I had took no noticed 

but had aſcribed it to mere Inadvertency; but when it 
there fo writ no leſs than three or four times, tis em 
that it muſt proceed from Another Cauſe. But aſte 
I will do you this piece of Juſtice to Acquaint the We 
that (ſince I received your Letter) I have been ink 
by an Honeſt Zay-man , (which J particularly ment 
prevent your having Hard Thoughts of Any Clay 
that it appears from your Letter to Me, that you are il 
ſoine late years very much Come off from that Rigid! 
Conformity you formerly ſhewed to the Received Way 14 
ing. And therefore ſince you have been thus Bug, 
in Some Tolerable meaſure to Orihography, I il 
quite Deſpair, but that you may in time be Aug 
likewiſe to Orthodoxy. Thus much then for the Fs 
your Spelling, next for the Falſeneſs (not of your A! 
for you have, I acknowledge, avoided that, by conte 
your {elf only with Bare Afertions ; and therefore i 
1 j 
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reed to ſhew the Falſeneſt but) of What you Aſiert or Say, 
that part of your Letter we are now upon. 

You fay then that 7 Yield the Power of Ordination to Presby= 
in heriprure times; Which (in the Senſe you underſtand the 
ds in) is apparently Falſe, as may be ſeen more eſpecially 
32, of my Letter to you, where I prove that the Power of 
lination did not belong to Presbyters properly ſo called in the 
»TeFament, and therefore did not belong to ſuch Presby- 
25 your Ordination was Derived from; and with whom there- 
2 you are altogether Concerned, how vainly ſoever you pro- 
; your ſelf to be of Scriprure- Infiitution. Tis true indeed, 
at you have no Concern with any other Order ſet up ſince the 
he ure · times under the Name of Presbyters, and Diveſted of 
Power of Ordination, becauſe there never was Any ſuch 


= ter, no not ſo much as mentioned (as I know of) by 
„ will WF! One but your (elf: and your Mention of It plainly 
ge fo gs that you are to Learn the great Difference between 


; Ta g Diveſted and Not ImveFted. 
u to the /rregularities which had crept into Ordination 
ing the Papa! Uſurpanon, they were removed at the Re- 


mg nin our Church; and All things were Reſtored to their 
hen it Imizive pattern more exactly in our Church than in Other Re- 
tn en Churches, as in other Inſtances, ſo particularly be- 


ſe Ve retained the Diſtinction of the Three Miniſterial Or- 


But aſte 233 
in agreement to the Primitive Pattern. 


it the We 


e hereas you ſay that the Crying up of the Superiority of 
— * 3 4s jure Divino 4 4 of Mr — 
dug do only betray thereby your Want of Knowledge in 
u are ui Jtical Affairs. For a Right Knowledge in theſe would 
at Rig convinced you, that the aforeſaid Doctrine is no 


n ck that ſach as did Oppoſe it in the more Early times were 
ns Cenſitred and Gondemned by the General Conſent of the 
> mug Cncil. And in like manner ever ſince the Re- 

uon ſuch as have gone about to Call the ſaid Do- 
en Queſtion, or Pretend the aforeſaid Superiority to 
. dul of Humane Inftiturion, have always been looked 
M in our Church as Heterodox and Unſormd. And if you 
ly know of Many Biſhops that have acknowledged the E- 

C 2 


Piſcapai 


@ than the Received Doctrine of the Primitive Church, 
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piſcopal Superiority to Prezbyters to be of no other thy x: 
man Inſtitution, you would have done ſome Kindne, | 
giving their Particular Names, that Others may lum j, 
too; if you do not truely know Mary, you ought nut 
have made ſo very Free with that an Sacred Order, 10 
Caft ſuch 4 Slur upon It. But be what you ſay axityil 
out of my Prefound and Bounden Reverence to that Ay 
cal Order I [hall only Add, that I leave you or Am o 
(whoſoever) to Diſprove, what I have ſaid concerning 
Apoftolical Conflitntion of Epiſcopacy as received in the du 
of England, in p. 33, &c. of my Letter to your ſelf: and il 
that ſuppoſing . all) Our Epiſcopacy to be only ( 
Flumane Conſt;tution, yet you are bound in Conſcience t 
ply with It and Obey your Biſhop, as may be gathered fi 
what I have proved in my Firf# of my Firſt 10 
and · may be ſeen more particularly and largely prova hoſoeve 
Mr. Bennet in his Diſcoutſe of Sc ch. 9. and laſtly Wnce in 
may be plainly. and fairly inferred from the Prefice eak in 
of ſuch Biſhops as you mention. For though Theſe Biαπν to Bel 
or might think their Superiority aver Presbyters to be of you. 1 
mane Conſtitution, yet they 1 uſt in Charity be ſuppoſed to ui ¶ t that tl 
it notwithſtanding to be a Lauſull Conſtitution and Nu 
agreeable to the Rule of Scriptmre, or elſe they would (Apr: 
you in other reſpects as well as this, and) ſtand $4 
2 , namely by exerciſing a Power Which they judged 
lawfull. | , 
Well but if All you have hitherto Alledged, bet 
proved to make nohing Againſt what I have (aid Cone 
ing the Invalidity of your Presbyterian Ordination; yet 
think there remains ſtill Three Rocks in my way, aPatently 
muſt unavoidably um upon All three. But I doubt "cry Ce 
but I ſhall meet with Better Succeſs, and ſo (hall way! jour 


on with good Heart and Courage. yh Ay 
; IM to be 
Mr. DowLEY's Letter. As for v 


* Pluralit 
Tour arguing to overthrow our ordination runs younpn; All of 
1: to advance an uninterrupted ſucceſiion of ordination rms owledge 
ApoFiles io theſe times, which can never be made nun, „5 the: 


pu 
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unt writing againſt the papiſis laugh as it, to defend it you 
= it through all the darknes 7 prjerts . 2.4 will 

e many inſuperable difficultys, you will find many ſchiſmes 
an popes at a time ſeverally ordaining biſhops, and very hard 
know which was the true, and whether your ſucceſiion be ſrom 
true & not the ſchiſmaticall, & how you will clear it from not 
reeding from pope Fone I leave to you to determine, your argu- 
mt ſeems to inferre 4 certain vertue droping from the finvers of 
ordainer on the ordained, which ſavours ranke of popery, ten- 
g make orders a ſacrament, which all proteſtants deny. 


Dr. WELL S's Anſwer. 
It is what the Churd: of England juſtly G lories in, that 
ge is Able to Make out her Claim to an Uninterrupted 
ſion of Ordination Lu the ApoFiles to theſe times; and 
boſoeyer aſſerts the Contrary, only betrays his own Igno- 
nce in Church-hiefory, Though your Followers are fo 
eak in rar wa „ and ſo unreaſonably Civil to you, 
to Believe whatever you ſay , only becauſe ay It; 
you, muſt not 5 that Ode will be e 
that they will look for Good Proof of what you ſay, be- 
they believe It. Whereas on the contrary you are not 
aled to give One Single Poſitive Proof that the aſore- 
d Succeſſion hath been ever Interrupted , but content 
ur ſelf Barely to Aſſert with Great Confidence and as 
at Untruth, that Such a Succeſſion can never be made 
, and that Al the Proteſtants writing againft the Papiſts 
Wt at it. Pray conſider whether you do not deſerve to 
lavght, at your ſelf for an Aſſertion ſo Groundleſs and 
patently Falſe. Surely the Epiſcopal Proteſtants make up 
ity Conſiderable Part of the Proteſtants, and Any one 
| your ſelf would think in reaſon, that Theſe do not 
„ at the Papiſts for what they themſelves maintain and 
m to be True, 
V for what you Fim concerning the Darkneſs of Popery, 
Plurality of Popes at the ſame = and a —5 1 
All of them ſo many more Hints of your Want of 
owledge In Church- Affairs. For in the Darkeſs time of 
*in there is Great Light as to the Point of Ordination, 
C 3 and 
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and your Thinking Otherwiſe is only an Evidence q 


| 


Ae rec 

being Extremely in the Dark, as to the true State omn 5 
Age, which is commonly called the Dark Age, mi bon 
the true Reaſon of It's being ſo Called. \ fare tl 
And the Plurality of Popes at the ſame time doth notii along 
leaſt Prejudice the Succeſon f Ordination; and your by no 
ing Otherwiſe is only a Proof of your not Knowing, Nerounds 
the ſame Perſon, which is not à Rightfull Pope, je ber ab. 
be a Rightfull Biſhop ; and conſequently may have vi yope 7 
Right to exercile the Power of Ordination, though lis be t 
may not have a juſt Right to exerciſe the Papal Aubin, that ye 
received in the Church of Rome. And this ConlideaWniy 10 
being of Univerſal! Extent, I purpoſely paſs by Or: thus 
which might be urged in reference ro our Church in HMble; bi 
ticular, uch res 
However, I cannot but obſerve from hence tha tame 
have unawares let drop from your Pen what is ſuſiꝗ Confc 
to prove your ſelf to be a Schiſmatical Teacher. Wu, or: 
whereas you ſay, that in the Darkneſs of Popery we ſlips the I 
Many Schiſms, many Popes at the ſame time, and that wWtherto 
to Know, which was the True, and which the Schiſmaical; Wir) Fin 
platuly acknowledge, that there may be a Schiſm, her Tue $; 
is a perfect Agreement not only in Fundamentals, but hat 1; 
Rites and Ceremonies, if ſo be there is notwithſtanding an WI Diſinge: 
Oppoſition between the Members of the ſaid Church; and age ou do 


that whenever there were many Popes at a time, there coll 
but One true or Rightfull Pote, and the Others were it 
eſteem'd Schiſmatical. Whence it will follow muchn 
that the Diſſenters are guilty of Schiſm, becauſe though 
May Agree with us in Fundamentals, yet they open) 
the Church of England in other reſpects : and it vil 


vs well 
and C 
opery, 

our {elf 
ſuſpec 


linat io 


follow that Any one that ſets himſelf up to be ould 
in oppoſition to the True and Rightfull Miniſter of any 14 « 4 
he thereby becomes a Schiſmatical Teacher, namely 10 
no other reaſon, yet for this alone, viz.) becauſe He ini, 
openly the True and Kightfull Miniſter. | t0 exer 

Let the Reader now judge, whether you are not H ad 
@ Rock ſo far, as miſerably to Shatter and Split the (H - 
are imbarked in: and yet it will preſently ap rego! 
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we received ſtill more Damage as to the Reputation 
r own Scholarſhip. For whereas you leave me to clear 
wceſdion of our Ordination from proceeding from Pope Jone, 
| fure this is as far as any thing Can be, from Car- 
along with it an Inſuperable Difficulty. For though 
by no means love to be Fooliſhly Confident with- 
grounds, yet I may venture to ſay, that twill prove 
pſuperable Difficulty for you make our, that there ever 
2 Pope Fone, Indeed I have read of a Pope Joan, and 
js be the ſame you mean, you have given a new 
that you cannot yet quite ſhake off your Old Non 
mity to true Spelling. Had One of your poor 7gnorans 
n thus ſpelt his wife's name, it had been ealily Ex- 
ble; but for Mr. Dowley, that Great Scholar, that 1s 
uch read in the Greek (or ſuppoſe only in the Engliſßij) 
Teftament, Not to Know how to Write the ſaid Name 
Conformably to the Word it is derived from, viz. 
5 or at leaſt, to the Received Way of Spelling It 


Ice of 
fate of 
and 


h not il 
Y OUT tt 


ce that 
is luff 
acher 


y we al the Learned, is not fo eaſily to be Excuſed. 

that %WMlitherto you have given (in this paragraph of your 
matca; Wir) Hints of your Unacquaintedneſs with Church- Hiſtory 
where Spelling; but you give in the laſt place an Fim 
„ but aht is much worſe and more Diſcommendable, viz.) 
ding an Diingemity. For I appeal to you your ſelf, whe- 
— agr | you do not well know, that We of the Church of Eng- 
ere col 


s well as Other Proteſtants Deny Orders to be a Sacra- 
and Condemn the contrary Opinion as a vain piece 
oery. And therefore Could you but have prevailed 


were 0 
much u 


though bur {elf to Deal for once Ingenuouſly, you could not 
open) 088 (uſpefted Any thing that I have ſaid of the Viriue 
it wil eon 10 tend in the leaſt towards the Popiſh Opinion; 
be a ould have underſtood It to import no more than 
| any 1988s Allowed by All that Allow Ordination, viz. that 
amel ofition of Hands is the Scriptural way of Setting men apart 


Miniſtry ; and that No Perſons can Duely take upon 
0 exerciſe ſuch Impoſition of Hands, but Thoſe that have 
be ſaid Power or Authority Duely tranſmitted down to them 
the Apoſtles, as have the Biſhops of Our Church. But 
negoing Inſtance is not the only Inſtance of your 


C 4 Diſingemuty, 
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Diſingenuity, as will appear from what comes next in 
Letter, 

Mr. DowLE L's Letter. 
2: your diſcourſe drives you to ſet up an order of preibiteri ia 
ſcripture is unacquainted with, vix, not having power of oi 
tion, which you own ſcripture presbiters might have, and in 
doing I ſhall leave it 10 you to conſider, how you can cle y; 
ſelſe of that charge on lay againft us; and how you can 1 
Jour ſelf an officer of ſcripture appointment. 


Dr. WELLsS's Anſwer. | 

Sir, either you muſt own that you did not carefully n 
over my Letter to you, or elſe you mult be guilty of notorig 
Diſingemuty, in miſrepreſenting what I lay, fo as you doi 
the toregoing paragraph. Have I not theie exprh 
prov'd (p- 3 I, 32) that It is evident from I Tim. 4+ 14. colt 
par'd with 2 Tim. 1. 6. as alſo from Titus 1. 5. that the Pr 
bytery or Presbyters there mentioned had not the Power of On 
nation 2 and thereſore is it any other han a downright Unnd 
for you to ſay, that 7 ſet up an Order of Presbyzers that the & 
 pture is unacquainted with? Wherefore this ſame Aſſertion 
yours being thus plainly Falſe, All that you infer from ifi 
to the ground of it ſelf ; and my Charge again#? the Valdi 
your Orders ſtill bolds Good, and 1 my ſeif appear from t 
Texts laſt cited to be an ( cer of Scripture-appointment, tit 
not inveſted with ihe Power of Ordination, 

As to whit you mention concerning my Owning 
Scripture-Presbyters might have the Power of Ordination, wol 
you have been ſo Ingenuous as to have Carefully Read 
| Conſidered, what J have faid concerning the Promiſcumt 
of the Word ¶ Preibyter ] in the Scrigture-times, you cou onſul 
not but have perceived that what I fay upon the ſorem e quite 
tioned Point, Cannot poſiibly make Any thing for you. e 
whenever you ſhall think fit to Undertake to Diſprove nua very » 
have ſaid on this head, paragraph by paragraph, as 1 have ple Bal 
here in reference to your Letter; then I perſwade m ſe chi m. 
you will find that what 1 have Allowed, makes Nothing FH «re : 
but Much Againft you, and that you will meet with fa e a5 to 


Convittion inwardly, tho you way think is proper #0 11 | 
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bare I think clearly eſcaped Running upon any Rock 


ins now but One more to he eſcaped; and I aſſure my 
ofthe like Good ſucceſs, and ſo proceed on. 


Mr. DOWLEY's Letter. 


n unchurch moft if not all the reformed churches beyond ſe 
9 have no . on — what is - Jy. 
„ and ſo we may ſee your charity to the protefiant reli- 
| that while you acknowledge the papal miniſtry you diſown 
in the proteſt ant churches abroad; I wiſh by the advancing 
his opinion you be not pulling down yourſelves with your own 
þ, * nothing renders any party more hatefull to god & 
ſuch — true miniftry and ſalvation among 
ſetves, this gave a good ſtep towards the overthrow of Rome, 
would be the only church though wrerchediy degenerate & 
her of harlots, no ſalvation without conformity to her, no 
worſhip mini firy nor ordinances but in her way, & this gave 
fon to thoſe that loathed her abominations to depart out of 
& it may be admonition to others leaft they ſtumble at that 


bing fone | 
Dr. WELLss Anſwer. 


can eaſily gueſs at your policy in placing this Rock 
, 45 being in your opinion the Greateſt of the Three, 
| ſo Great, that tho' I might poſſibly Xeep off from 
lving any prejudice by the Two former, yet I could not 
Run foul upon This, and Ryine my Cauſe. But alaſs? poor 
jou might have known (had you been pleas'd ever 
onſult our }/7iters ) that this ſame Rock has been long 
e quite Blown up, and ſo Levelld as to be put out of any 
pacity of Huring the Cauſe I am imbarked in. 

rery well know, that you and your Brethren do not 
ple Baſely to elude and Deceive poor Ignorant people 
this matter, by telling them that the Proceſtancs beyond 
are moſt (if not all) in an exact Agreement with your 
e ag to manner of Ordination, Worſhip, &c. But tho yoo 
make 


eto; and of the Three Rocks you mentioned there re- 


WA — r — 
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make no Conſcience thus to Beguile and Miſlead Ione 
People , who know little (1 any thing) more df 
Tranſactions of the World than what lies within the jg 
row Compaſs of Eight or Ten miles round them, ye yy 
ſhould have been more Prudent than to think to pu 
Others after ſuch a manner, Who are much Better Acqua 
ed with the State of the Proteſtants beyond Sea than you jg 
to be by your Letter. 

Twill I ſuppoſe be a great Surprize to your Follower g 
hear and have plainly proved and made out, (Whati{ 
directly Contrary to the Wrong Notions you have infill 
into them, viz.) that All the Proteſtants beyond Sea do hy 


[ ſhal 
r. Ben 
u mig 
(ered 
e (hn 
erefore 
rno / 
ng as 


T4 i 


prove of Our Rites and Ceremonies, and Epiſcopal Ordinau a para 

&c. as Very Lawfull, and do Condemn your Separation iini you e 

our Church 4s Unwarranable, and yet this is no O remote; 

than what ſhall be made Good in iny intended Trau rio. 

above-mentioned. s brin 

In the inean while twill be abundantly ſufficient to gre-2e; 

ſerve in general, that your Caſe is very far different from i /me 

Caſe of the Proteſtant Churches beyond Sea as to the matter mace i 

Ordination; and therefore the Denying the Y alidity i hebe 

Ordination will not preſently amount to a like Flat Den u, e 

of the Validity of their Ordination; neither do I go about er + 

| ſently to n. church them, tho what I have ſaid concerning” wide 
| the Invalidity of your Ordination is Enough to Y e 
T All the Diſſenters in England. 9 (|: 
| And hence you may learn, that the Church of Fuga Vers 
far from Afonopoliging True Miniſlry and Salvation 10 H wick 

| ſelf, or from ſaying That there is no True Worſhip bu in M t» 
| Way,; &c. tho' She doth maintain that Schiſm or an Umm pre 10 
| Separation from her Communion by ſuch as ought to Submit u HH be l 
Lawſu'l Injunctions, is a Damnable Sin; and Conſequent|iſnqui:) 

B that All the Diſtenters in England that are Guilty oſ jul he 
| Separation, are Guilty of a Damnable Sin; and as long «1 "98" the | 
Continue ſo, are Out of a State of Salvation. And this i 3 22 

a Monopelizing of Salvation as the Scripture plainly war“ inſt. 

again and again; and ther:fore to Blame it, is to Bam! * 

real. 


&cripture it fclf. 
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| ſhall only obſerve further, that had you conſulted 


l 
45 r. Bennet's Book, of Schiſm from ch. 6. to ch. 11, incluſiwely, 


e of l\ 


the un might have ſeen what you fay in this laſt paragraph, 
Jet ot ſpered afore , rote; and that what you ſay concerning 
pu e Chinch of Rome, hath no Relation rt or Church, and 
Aq ereſore is altogether Impertinent: and laſtly, that I am un- 
| 301 no Apprehenſion of Our Church being Pulled down, So 


ne as Authority is Able to Keep oft your Party from 
lower: g Violent Hands upon Her. Let us then Proceed. 
Vhat bt 


e inſtilly Mr. Dowlxv's Letter. 


ea do 

Ordindniihuo paraleling the diſieniers with the Papiſts is moſt trifling, &. 
ation l 101 execding open, it's very well known the diſſenters are at 
no Ot remotef? diſtance from them, & they themſelves ſay that a re- 
d Treaiciiation with ſome might be, but with us impoſũble, this turne of 


s brings to my mind what is reported of Billingsgate, where 


ent to oi greateſt w. re ſhall be ſure to cry w--re firſt; between Rome 
e from i me others it is evident many real & deſign d paralels may 


e mattere 
ity of 1 
lat Deni 
about p 
oncerni 
In chu 


made in dottrine conftitut ion diſcipline c worſhip, but all that 
have 2 up concerning the diſſenters is only nominal & acci- 
wall; good is no leſs good though evil ones have counterfeited it 
cover baſe deſigns, the phariſees made prayer a pretence 10 de- 
ir widows houſes , yet is not prayer leſie a duty, & to be 
plecred exploded thereupon, &. ſo though Romane miſſio- 
9 ( ſuppoſing your re/ations to be true) have pretended to 


England bert in prayer while they were deſiitute of the ſpirit, &. 
tion t0 H wicked purpoſes in hand, yet is not praying in the Holy 
> but in Mt to be caſt away, e. all turned into forme, praying ex- 
Untere tool: not its riſe from them, but is as old as the bible, 
omit o H the learned Mr Clarkſon hath ſufficiently made cut from 
nſequenW"iq%ry, chat there were no ſuch thing as formes made uſe 
ty of fich be church for ſome centurys afier Chriſt ; its very certain 
long a be papiſes have turned themſelves into all ſhapes to divide 


this 15 aan, & to blaſr ch blemiſh the reformation, & many 


y war inſtancc: might be gven of their intreagues among you than 
o Blam but we object nor to you ſuch trifles, but things more weigh= 


© real, 


It 
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Dr. WELL S's Anſwer. 2 
It had been much Better for you, Sir, had 50 . An 
tented your {elf to make uſe of the plain common ani Pity 


paring] inſtead of that Mord of Art, which you Fach on C 
{Paraleling.] For your Not Knowing how to wilt 
Word more Agreeable to it's Der:vation (as appear, 
more than One Inſtance in the foregoing paragryMinone 
your Letter) is another Shrewd Him, that Greek H hare b 
Greek to you, and that you are not endued with the ni 
Tongues, tho' you vainly pretend to that of Uterance, will leaſt 
as they are Both joyned together in the very Text, when n wha 
Apoſtles are faid to ſpeak (namely, with other Tong the Gre 
the Spirit gave them Uterance, And therefore your i | 
tioning above that the Apoſtles prayed as the Sim Wi 
them Utterance Act. 1.24, 25. and Act. 4. 24, to zo. did n 
other in effect than Two Falſe Citations ; inaſmuch a WM to let 
is no mention made in either of the forecited pla 
their Praying then, as the Spirit gave them Unterart; 
you Boldly and Unwarrantably take part of a vc a3 yo 
of one Chapter, and heedleſsly apply it to parts df 
other Chapters. | 
. Moreover you your ſelf, Sir, do not Deny, but I Aoreſa 
the Parallel I have drawn (by way of Specimen of be loc 
might be more Largely done that way) between ihe {Wſſtari 
ſenters and Papiſts holds True, and therefore if it be 
Trifling, it can become fo only on account of the Triſi 
of the Inſtances wherein the ſaid Parallel is drawn. Ay D 
you think fit thus to Intimate, that Praying and P 
ing Without Book c. as Oppoſed to Praying and] 
ing Within Book, are Matters Mef# Trifling to be 1nl 


upon I think you are much in the Right; and fall pppear, 


ly add, that you would do well to Act according, Wſioull 
Not to keep up a Separation on account of Such Mai the H 
as are by your own Confeſſion Mo# Trifing. that) 
Well, but it ſeems the aforeſaid Parallel bring! u, bega 


mind (What? Why it might have been reaſonably 


pected in conſideration of Mr. Dowley's Great ine 
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puh, a Text of Scripture; or at leaſt in conſidera- 

of Mr. Dowley s Great Learning, a ſaying out of ſome 

d you Wd Anchor: but no ſuch matter, Mr. Dowiey : Gra- 

n n Pity, and Learning is not ſo Great, but that He 

u Falſth opon Occaſion Condeſcend to take up with What is 

to Win Billing ſgate. To have thus recourſe to Such a 

appears Wi a5 Billingſgate, is What one would not think ſtrange 

paragraWmong a Company of Porters, or a Crew of Fellows 

;reek i; H bare been Bred up at Horſes heels : but it ſeems very Un- 

th the ing Mr. Dowley , who pretends to have been Bred 

it leaſt at the feet of ſome (Puritan) Gamaliel. 

it what is it that is reported of Billing ſgate > Why, that 
the GreatefF Mere ſhall be Sure to cry Mere firſt, Hah! 

t is the matter now? What, have We got in this Fine 

w 4 Paw Word, which is not fit to be written? Why 
did not Mr. Dowley's Gravity and Purity prevail upon 
to let quite alone the mentioning he ſaid Ex- 

ſon, if it could not be mentioned without ſome of- 
to Modeſty > But Sir, one fo Converſant in Scri- 
as you are, Surely cannnot be Ignorant, that the 
d [ Whore ] frequently occurs in the Foly Writings ; 
therefore for you to be afraid, that the Writing of 
dorefaid Worg in jul ſhould defile your Pen and Paper, 
be look d upon as no ether than the very Height of 
kanical Squeamiſhneſs, and 4 Scruple ( juſt like the Reft 
wr Kruples, namely) altogether or, downright Antiſcri- 
„ So much for the Original or Riſe of your fine ſaying, 
your manner of writing it: next for the Deſign and 
ning of It. Maes y 

| then you dare but ſtand to the Determination ' of 
Bilingſgate Proverb, I doubt not but to make it quick- 
Ippear, that your Party is the moſt Blameable. For tis 
ouſly known to All that have any tolerable inſight 
the Hiſtory of Our Church TranſaFions ſince the Reforma- 
that your Party at their Firf# Separating from our Commu- 
began to juſtify ſuch their Practice by Crying out againſt 
aſonably wh as the Whore of Babylon; and you have ever fince 
zreat ned and kept up your Separation by no CR 
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| Cheat more than by Continuing to Cry out Arai ot Pray 
| Papiſts. And this 15 Evident from De Leann ploded th 


yer: th 
Sacrame? 
ware N 
the li 
1 Bod 
ed to 4 


i ſent me, where are ſeveral Pages to this purpoſe 
| therefore with what Truth can you fay,. that my pag 
f the Diſſeners to the Papiſts is as it were, Crying why 
when 1t appears from De Zaune's Book, that He had; 
lel'd the Church of England to. the Church of Rome above n 
Fears agoe, and conſequently Cryed (in the language o 


Fine Proverb) Whore Firſi? and thetefore according u Truth, 
inſerence you make from the ſaid Proverb, you hateff BY: 
proved your Own Party to be (in the language of Me, 
Billingſgace-Proverb) the Greateſt Whore. the FI. 
I atiute you, Sir, that Mr. De Lawme's Book wah" of 
Occaſion of my Drawing up that ſhort. Parallel (a ded 4 77 
end of my Firſt Letter) between you and the Papiſy, follow 
tearing a little after I was ſetled here, that the (aid zie the 
was mightily eſteemeg by your Party, I procured It Beaſt : A 
afore I had drawn up Either of my Letters, and fin" Y' 
that the Author ſpent a very conſiderable part of his] ould h. 
in drawing 4 Parallel between Us and the Papiſis: heren but me 
thought. wich my ſelf, chat a more likely Melboeur, v 
make your Party ſenſible of the 1eakzeſs of this Or ber 
(o much inſiſted on by you) could not be taken, He w. 
by ,Turning Ii np your elves, and by ſhewing th Ce 
thoſe wery Things, wherein you diſer jrom Us, and ul n Con 
you, Extoll as peculigs, Excellencies in your way of Waffe 
you. do. after all Agree with the Papiſis. + And I have ider, t. 
F of my Am herein, but hare Got as much as] ur alſure 
red from you in the matter. For it ſeems-obriow I bey 
evident enough to a Cmmon Capacity, that I have b Eu 
Furced you to Allow, What will Anſwer and Confuue A made 
Objedyns made by your Party on this head, Fot u 
Coal is uo leſs Good tho Evil ones have countetſeied Will © Inj 
| & cover baſe deligns- The I hariſees made Prayer a 4s to C 
| & tence to Devour Widows Houſes z yet is not Projer War! 
& Ducy, and to be Neglected and Expioded thereupon Wi. Fel 
In Iike manner ſay L according to your own way of 
guing; „Good is no leſs . Good tho' the Papiſis may n 3 
cal 


« ule of it; and therefore tho' the Papiſes pray by Fm 
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ot Praying by Form leſs 4 Duty, or to be Neglected and 
bded thereupon , and All turned into Extempore 
yer: tho the Papiſts knee! at prayers, particularly at 
$acrament, uſe the Croſs in Baptiſm &C. yet theſe Decent 


y Pay 
: 2 ware not therefore to be preſently Caſt away”, And 
Je hd the like manner may the far Greateſt part of De 
abory W's Book be Confured by what you your ſelf are 
age 0 ed to Acknowledge in this your Letter to be no other 
rding t ruh. And ſo you have pretty well quit ſcores with 
+ hare id Book. For whereas the ſaid Book (tho' fent by 
ave of WM" Me to be your Voucher) had the Il manners to 
the Flat Ly to what you were pleaſed" to ſay at the 
zok wa Wing of your Letter, you at the en of your Leiter have 
4% (d Truth, which will Anſwer all (or miſt part) 
Papiſy, follows in the faid Book ſrom p. 17 to the end; and 
ie (aid | nile the other adjoyning Treatile ſtiled, the Image oj 
ared h: and fo you have took here full Revenge for the 
ind ful you met with at the Beginning from your Voucher 


of his Would have been. 


heren our mentioning what is faid of the Phariſees by one 
MethoMour, viz. that they made Prayer a Pretence to De vous 
this O houſes, 1yes me juſt occaſion to pray to God, 
taken, He would be pleaſed to give you ſuch a meaſure of 
ring chaff} Cnce as to enable you 1mparrially to Examine your 
and wif" Conſcience as to this Phariſaical Practice, and whe- 
of woll you are not Faulty in the ſame reſpect. To which end 
I have der, that twas not Barely by Praying, but (as our Sa- 
uch as [WF adures us) by making Long Prayers, and fo pretending 
obvious WM they were more Gifted than others by reaſon of ſuch 
have bel Extempore Prayer (for I ſuppoſe you will not Allow 
ue made uſe of Forms in thoſe Early times) that the 
el Inſecs were wont to Devour NMidom: Houſes, that is, ſo 
erſeited e Inſemiate themſelves into the Good Opinion of ſelly Ib. 
ayer 2 « t Get away All they bad in Gifts and Preſents. ''And 
t Prayer near this Caſe comes to that of you and your Followers, 
ereupon e well known to need farther Explanation. 
\ way of ad your 5kill n matters relating to the Papiſts been as Great 
„ may M Zea againſt them, you would have known, that 
by Fon de called by you Rowan AiſForaris might with tote 


acc uracy 


accutacy haye been called Romiſh MSionarie: { ü 


* 
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Learned and Accurate Writers having thought f 
ſerve a Diſtinction between the two words, 
Romiſh, the better to Avoid Ambiguity) but thi 
fort of Nicety, it is the inore eaſily Excuſeable, an 
fore I ſhall inſiſt no longer upon It, but proceed 
ſerve that what you ſay of the Romi/h Miſfionaria 
ſaid likewiſe of you and your Brethren , namely 
{as well as 72 pretend to the Spirit in Prayer, n 
are deſtitute of the Spirit. Fot is it not juſtly to be 
that ſuch your Pretence is chiefly to Cover Baſe I 
and is it not Known, that you likewiſe have nid 
poſes in hend, viz. to Deceive poor Ignorant People in 


which concern their Exernal Salvation? Sir, I aſſure 30 1. GY 
the Sincerity and Charity of a Chriftian, that my He p 4 
Trembles for you and your Brethren, when I conſidꝗ 5 * 
much your vain Pretenſions to the Extraordinary Aſſ 7 ” h 
of the Spirit in Prayer, &c. make way for your Oy A 
Others Running into the Sin againſt the Holy Ghoft; i has 
thereby you — * Unwarrantable Expreſiions and (ou 4 Kee 


Downright Blaſphemies to the Holy Spirit of God; a 
courage Every pitifull Ignorant Fellow to be ſo Imp 
Irreligzous as Not to be Afraid to Aſſert Public) 
I hat Fe Speaks or writes, is as the Spirit gives him Un 
foraſmuch as He well knows, that He hath as much 
for the Spirit ſo Giving him Uerance, as you and yi 
tren have. 

You do no other than make uſe of the Poi Mot A. 
Artifice of Quibbling, when you ſay, that Praying EA polle 
tool not it: Kiſe from the Papiſts, but is as Old a ttt Noor 
For tho' it be True, that Praying Extempore, when M 40 ; 
Qualified, is as Old as the Bible; yet tis as True e Pop 
Praying Extempore when Not rightly Qualified, dui. oy 
as by you in Oppoſition to the Lawfull Commands of tt for the 

the Church & c. i, not as Old as the Bible, but wa - IRAN 

ought up amongſt Us by the Popiſh Priefts in of -: 
cauſe Diviſions ; and hath been ever ſince kept up by toil ; ni 
ſeming Teachers to the ſame end and purpoſe. Sure ne the 
that Farms of Prayer are as old as the Bible, as )0l 
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the Diſſenters were highly Careſſed and Favoured by the [4 
piſb King James II. and his Party. And ſurely nag 
more J/eighty or Keal can be urged to ſhew, that ith 
means of the Diſſenters that the Papifts hope ſtill to py 
one time or other the Church of England, and then to 
vance Popery upon her Ruin. 

I haye now gone thro' All the ſeveral Hints you than 
me with above; and whether they have done Aire f 
to my Cauſe or yours let the Reader Determine. I l 
only obſerve, that they ſeem to have been ſo far from 
ing Good thoſe Two or Three Points or Heads they were Broy 
for, that they can by no means be Allowed as ſuffice 
to ſerve for All the Reſt. 

The only Three Heads you have taken notice of iny 
Letter, are theſe, viz, Forms of Prayer, your Presbyterian( 
dination, and my Specimen of a Parallel that might be Dre 
between you the Papiſts. And you have fo b 
from Diſproving the Arguments I have made uſe of on e 
of the forementioned Heads, that as to Forms of Pr 
you have Aſſerted hat will Fnſtifie it againſt all Oba 
and as to my Paralleling you with the Papiſts you have ther 
by been forced to Acknowledge What will evidently ben 
Weakneſs of the Objection: by your Party a Ui 
account of our Agreement with the Papiſis; and laſtly, 2 
your Ordination you have ſhewn that you are ſo Fark 
Rightly Underſtanding the Controverſy about ſuch Prein 
Ordination, that you do not Rightly know ſo much as to 1 
the word ¶ Presbyter]: To paſs by many other Falſe eg 
which are to be Found in your Letter, tho' I haye nol 
much as taken notice of them, excepting only your [7* 
[Paraleling], and | Paralel]. | 

How many other Heads be there mentioned in wy Lan 
which you have not ſo much as Spoken Ove mt abe 
much Jeſs Diſproved them ? And yet if they hold Good u 
Comm be Diſproved, your own Practice and that of uw F 
lowers muſt be allowed to be Erroneous and Sinful. | 
upon theſe Conſiderations I cannot but Believe, that tn 
be thought by All Impartial Judges, that there ſtill tem 


With Dr. Wells's Anſwer. FI 


y Great Occaſion for you to Write again, if not to Appear in 
uz notwithſtanding All you have been pleaſed to Al- 
ie to the Contrary. Indeed would you deal ſo Inge- 
ouſly, as Openly to declare (what yo Letter too plain- 
intimates to be) the True Reaſon of your Forbearing at 
ſent to Appear in Print, nainely, that 7t is becauſe you 
is by no means Proper or Convenient for you to appear in 
ins, till you can Appear in True Arguing, or at leaſt in True 
lag; this is ſo Reaſonable an Excuſe as muſt be Allowed 
Me and All Other Perſons to be Entirely Sufficient and 
tifaRory. And therefore I (hall alſo forbear to ſay any 
re on that Subject, but proceed Duely. to Conlider the 
| 3 ou give me in the Cloſe of your Letter, which 
1 follows. | 


Mr. DowLEy's Letter. 


Sir If the counſel of one ſo much below you in names and titles 
ght have any place, I would adviſe you to turn your thoughts ſrom 
ſe weak and beggarly elements to the more weighty matters of 
gion, n and the love of God more your 
ly than the advancement of ceremony, which is 4 beſt la 
ing mint Anniſe & Cummin, I am ſure it would be more 
g t0 god, profitable to your People, & comfortable to your 
| 4 laſt, if your ſpirit be wholly talen up with form. gefture es 
i in religion, I mut profeſie to you mine is not, 1 mat- 
ef greater concern to my ſelf and others to exerciſe my mind 
m, & though I have digreſſed ſo far 10 write this privately to 
et you mult look for no more of this nature from me, it is 
mees that I ſhould leave the ſubſtance to ſerve ceremony, & ſo 
We von heartily farewell, 


your very humble ſervant 
march 1: P: Dowley. 


D 2 Dr. 


— — —— — 
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Dr. WELLsS's Anſwer. above 
Sir, I muſt ſay that your Letter is All of a piece, ]] 
as you Begin ſo you End it with Diſproving your ſelf ot bf e lea 
Contradiction; ſo that your Connſe/ is of no uſe, but to rplac 
poſe the JY/eakpeſs of the Counſellor, and his great Unfine; (liſh: :» 
ſuch an Office. | Furm, 
You do not deny but the Requiring Obedience n be n 
Ceremonies is Tithing Mint, Aniſe and Cummin, and tui Excu 
abundantly enough to juſtifie the Writing of my Letters; Never 
your Counſelling me as if I had not done well therein, i laſtly, 
lhews that you can give Counſell which is directiy contrary ui will 
Cornſell of our Saviour bimfelf. For our Saviour in the% e is ne 
fame places you refer to (viz, Mat. 23. 23. or Luke 11. chat 3 
expreſsly caith that the Tithing of Alint c. and thereui o by e 
Obedience to Ceremonies (as being the ſame by your own cofWFhus y. 
ſeſſion) ought not to be leſt Undone.” Hence may be (Mi) Part! 
how wery Unfit a Perſon you are to be a Spiritual Gu yo 
ſince you ſcruple not to Find Fault with what our Sa 7 the K 
requires; and to 'Cmmunſe!! againſt Doing, What our Savio ent ve; 
expreſsly Counſells Not to lexve Undone ; and how plan Dive 
Blame-worthy you and your Followers are, whilſt you non 
Openly Diſregard and Deſpiſe the Directions of Chriſt, ſo ſar a Nets ma 
Pride your ſelves, and think your ſelves Better and Purer Ct upot 
ſtians than Others, only becauſe you Dare to leave qui oe; 
done, what Chriſt (however ſmall the matters may be h mot 
themſelyes) hath commanded not to be left Undone. Hen v L 
Sir, you may learn, that were you but ſo Happy as N fall + 
ly to Know, What is Pleaſing to God, what is Profitable ut fy Re 
People, and what will be Comfortable to your ſelf at the Ad you 
you would know, that you Sin even by turning your Thug ewe, 
from lawfull Ceremonies (tho' in themſelves they were Glad: 
other than weak and beggerly Elements) ſo far as to h me te 
Regard thereto : yon would know, that, was the Faith ume, 
 Chrift and Love of Cod duely ſtudied by you, you would Edt ov 
induced thereby to have the ſame Concern for the rg f 


vancement of Ceremony as I have, namely in Order to ol the 


Decent Performance of Religious Worſhip, in due Obedjend macy ij 


With Dr. Wells's Auſwer. "i. 


nul In junctions of our Church-Governours, and laſtly * 
above all as a means to Reſtore the Primitive Peace and 
af the Church, a matter of the very Higheſt Importance, 
re learn from our Saviour, Jom 17.21, 22, g. and 
places of Scripture : you would know that your Spi- 
ght to be taken up (in the ſame meaſure as mine is) even 
Fum, Ceſture, and Habit in Religion; and that there 


"me 1 be no Matters of ſo great Concern to your ſelf and others, 
nd tui Excuſe you in the ſight of God from Exerciſing your 
err;  cven upon thoſe things which you now Mind not at 
rein, o laſtly, you would know, that your Regard to Sub- 
ura 0 will not excuſe your Diſregard to Ceremony; and that 
in there is no need to Leave the Former to Serve the Latter, 


that Both may and ought to be duely attended upon, and 
lo by every true Chriftian. 


ke 11. 4 
| ther Ot 


own c us you may fee, how very Ill your Counſel is even "in 
de Particular of it, and that you ſadly ſtand in need of 
tual Gu your ſelf, and of ſome one to be your Spiritual Guide 
ur Saria the Knowledge of the Truth, from which you are at 
ur Sario ent very Diſtant. And whereas you ſay, that tho you 
2 plan Digreſſed this far to Write this Privately to me, yet I muſt 
& you tr no more of this Nature from you ; tis not unlikely but 
ſo far ai ers may think that your Letter may indeed be very well 


Purer ( upon as one Long "a. gane, being very little to the 
ve quite bi ole; and that you had conſulted your own Credit 
nay be h more, had you never ſent o me Any thing of the Na- 
e. Hen D Letter is of. 

y as all only add, that for my part I am and ever ſhall 
ofitab/e very Ready to do you Any Charitable Office in my Power, 
* at ie ld you give me Leave. But by your Bidding me Fearti- 
our Tray enell, you ſeem Not to care for my Company, but to be 

y were Glad to be Rid of it: however my Charity to you will not 

s to have BE me to Part with yo wholly yet, but only fer ſome (no 


the Fail WR) "ine, till I can get Ready what elſe I judge may (or 

would att ought to) be Serviceable and Beneficial to the Un- 

or the g 0; you and yorr Followers, and to the Bringing you 

Jeder tot & the Thick Darlnc i of Erroneot:s Prejudlica and Sinfull 

Obedjent Wh" into the Light and Ackporoledgment of the Truth. 
| D 


3 To 
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Io this Great End J ſhall cloſe All with moſt kan 

Beſeeching Almighty God for the ſake of his Belwe g 
eur Loving Saviour Feſus Chriſt, to Deliver You and 
Followers and all Others in the like fad and dey 
State, from Ml falſe Doctrine and Schiſm, from Hat 
Fears and Contempt of his Word and Commandmen,, 


So ſhall continually pray 
Your moſt Faithfull and 
Afſectionate Servant in Cl 
(urerbach, March 25th. 


1706. 
E DW. WE 


